The Gregg Press Science Fiction Series
David G. Hartwell, Editor

Memmrs of the Year
2500 ¢ |

LOUIS-SEBASTIEN/MERCIER

Geschwister-Schol l lv,u.mt
fiir Politis!
der Univ

B£’=TI-,.4"<:"‘

With a New Introduction by
MARY ELIZABETH BOWEN .

GREGG PRESS

A DIVISION OF G. K. HALL & CO., BOSTON, 1977




This is a complete photographic reprint of a work ﬁrst Published
in Philadelphia by Thomas Dobson in 1795. The trim size of the
original hardcover edition was 4 by 6% inches.

Introduction copyright © 1977 by G.K. Hall & Co.
Frontispiece illustration by Richard Powers

Printed on permanent/durable acid-free paper and bound in the
United States of America.

Republished in 1977 by Gregg Press, A Division of G. K. Hall
& Co., 70 Lincoln Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 02111.

First Printing, June 1977

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Mercier, Louis Sébastien, 17 40-1814.
Memoirs of the year 2500.

(The Gregg Press science fiction series)
Translation of L’an deux mille quatre cent

quarante. .

Reprint of the 1795 ed. printed by T. Dobson,
Philadelphia.

1. Title. ’
[PZ3.M536Mel0] [PQ2007.M6] 843 6 77-6804

ISBN 0-8398-2380-0

Introduction

—

LITERARY GENRES—the utopia, for example—are sets of
conventions authors adopt in writing. Within these conven-
tions, a text has its own freedom, but some works, by changing
conventions, extend the possibilities within a genre. Louis-
Sébastien Mercier's Mémoires de 'An 2440 (1770)! did this.
Before Mercier, utopias had been located in space, at some
distant place on earth, or on an island found by sea voyagers
blown off course. But Mercier put his utopia at an exact date in
the future, in Paris, a place familiar to all. The change in one
convention necessitated a change in another, the means of get-
ting there. Instead of travelling by foot or on ship, the narrator
travels in a dream, for Mercier knew no other way to travel
through time, and the dream voyage had been a convention of
medieval allegorical literature.

The reason for this change lies in the slow normalization and
acceptance, in the 17th and 18th centuries in England and
Europe, of the idea of human progress. To Condorcet, for
example, in the Esquisse d’un Tableau Historique du Progrés
de UEsprit Humain (1793-94), history was a tale of ever more
perfect societies and ideas, of steady upward evolution. But
conceptions like Condorcet’s had not always been in the air. To
the Greeks, there was no linear progress, only cycles of birth,
growth, and decline, as in organic nature. Plato’s Republic may
have been the progenitor of all utopias, but it had few of the
genre’s conventions, for there is no claim made that its ideal
state exists anywhere but in the minds of those engaged in the
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dialogue, or in the world of pure forms. No journey can be
made, since it is impossible to reach the ideal from the real
world anyhow, unless—and this is said with some irony—
philosophers become kings. Had Plato told of a journey to the
ideal state, we might have a utopia. Atlantis, described in the
Critias, is the closest we come to one—but no voyager ever
went there, and all we know of it is through myth. Atlantis, an
island that sank into the sea at the height of its perfection,
reminded the Greeks that the past had been better than the
present, that history was in a phase of decline.

In the 17th century, we have Sir Francis Bacon’s New Atlan-
tis (1624), the first utopian society intended as a blueprint for
change: Bensalem, where scientists are the philosopher kings.
Not surprisingly, at the center of Bacon’s philosophy is the idea
of upward linear progress, of a body of truth which men would
slowly build up by working together over the ages, of truths
that would dramatically improve man’s life on earth. St.
Thomas More’s Utopia (1516) on the other hand, was not
meant as a blueprint for change; while its features implicitly
criticize 16th-century European society, More wished that men
would make changes in their present lives, if they could, and in
the light of utopian ideals rather than in exact imitation of
them. Still, both Bacon and More placed their utopias firmly in
the present, albeit in remote places.

With Mercier, the possibility that an utopia could be placed
in the future became a part of the genre. Edward Bellamy
would write Looking Backward (1888) “in the belief that the
Golden Age lies before us and not behind us, and that it is not
far away.” And then George Orwell would satirize the belief
in progress and in human perfectibility in 1984 (1949), an
antiutopia, or dystopia.

I’An 2440 bears on its title page a quotation from Leibniz
that captures the faith in progress: “Le temps présent est gros
de I'avenir” (“The present is pregnant with the future”). And
the Paris into which the narrator awakens delights him, as it
would have delighted the 18th-century philosophes, its intel-
lectual progenitors, as the realization of their fondest hopes for
mankind. For Paris in 2440 is truly the heavenly city realized
on earth. As the narrator walks about it with his guide, he
observes a society which, from its public buildings to its mar-
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ketplace, from its prisons to its churches, in its customs, laws,
and everyday practices, is the embodiment of those rational
ideals an optimistic age had formulated.

Mercier’s title is paradoxical, for the mémoire is usually
about the past. A walk around Paris, an evening’s dinner and
theatre, the reading of the newspapers—these are the ele-
ments of the travel narrative, but here is a dream voyage. Yet
Mercier’s dream has brought him into such a relationship with
the future that he can write about it as if it were the past
which in fact it is, having already been experienced. Thé
paradox is only a seeming one.

Both worlds—the framing world in which a man falls asleep,
dreams, and wakes up, and the world inside the dream, the
Paris f)f the future—are very real worlds. They are not fantasy:
even in the dream everything seems naturalistic. The 700-
year-old man attracts a great deal of comment until a “man of
letters” (later to be his guide) jokingly suggests that the visitor
may have found the philosopher’s stone, and quiets the crowd’s
:s}z]onder%enf‘.t];utfof the two worlds, the present is the drearier;

e world of the future has a crystal sh i
wish fulfilled in dream. d ARATPRRHR e G S

Yet. in spite of the Age of Reason flavor of its future, L’An
2440 is, in its frame and in many of its most striking passages
a Romantic work. The sleeper awakens in a world happier thar;
the present, and at the end is expelled from his paradise by a
snake’s.bite. He tells us in the “Introduction” that he prefers
escape into dreams over waiting out the wearisome processes
of h}story, and while he may plead for progress, he is dismayed
by its pace: “O my dear countrymen, whom I have so often
hgard groan under that load of abuses, of which we are wearied

with complaining, when will our dreams be realized? Let us
then sleep on; for in that must we place our felicity.”® Events
ground him only weaken his faith in progress. The Paris seen
in his dream is but a wish.

Rath.er than the dreamer’s vision being realized, Paris is
more hk_ely to vanish entirely, like the great cities of past
c1v111z?1t10ns. Louis XIV, found in tears amidst the ruins of
Versailles, cries, “The Divine Justice has again illumined the
torch of my days, to make me contemplate more nearly my
deplorable enterprise. How transient are the moments of
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pride!” (p.360). The world will not progress; all empires, over
man and nature, will collapse. Man’s efforts will end in a catas-
trophe that destroys all civilization, and rather than shining
on a utopian city, the narrator says, the “sun is more like to
cast a gloomy light on a formless mass of ashes, and of ruins”
(p. xi).

Mercier makes clear the source of this Romanticism: the
English. A set piece in L’An 2440, an imitation of Edward
Young’s Night Thoughts, has the narrator wander into a
graveyard at night. During the sudden dark caused by an
eclipse of the moon, he stumbles into an open grave: “1 seemed
to hear the voice of all the dead that hailed my arrival; an icy
trembling seized me; a cold sweat came over me; I sunk into a
lethargic slumber” (p. 165). He asks himself why he did not die
in that peaceful state, and cries out that the future life is pref-
erable to the present. But just then the moon comes out of
eclipse, and he revives, and climbs out of the grave.

Is this despair only the narrator’s, an overlay, or is it Mer-
cier’s own? Does it seriously question the faith that “le temps
présent est gros de I’avenir’? The answer does not lie in some
telling aspect of characterization within the work. We know
that the narrator is a lover of the English: he admires their
rationality and perhaps their Puritan revolution. The guide,
a “man of letters,” seems faceless, on the other hand; his pre-
dominant attitudes are profound admiration of his own age,
pity for those who suffered the wrongs of the past, and some
kindness for his visitor.

What is Mercier’s attitude toward progress, if distinct from
the narrator’s or the guide’s, in L’An 24407 He rarely address-
es the reader directly. The “Epistle Dedicatory” is addressed
to the future, and the whole account of the vision is spoken by
the narrator to the intruder who has awakened him from his
dream. He recounts the previous night’s conversation with an
Englishman, paraphrasing the man’s criticisms of French soci-
ety. The rest of the narrative is the dream-voyage. When
Mercier does address the reader directly, it is either in the
“Introduction,” as above, in which he says he prefers dreaming
over a life of suffering in the real world, or in the footnotes,
which lash out at contemporary abuses in anger, directly and
topically. Thus does Mercier save his own voice for two occa-
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sions: for direct social criticism, or for a Romantic world-
weariness similar to but less intense than the dream vision
frame. In the former, belief in progress is a living faith; in the
latter, that faith is tempered with impatience an(’i even
thorough despair. They are contradictory. Which is Mercier?

Indeed, between 18th-century optimism and Romantic wea-
riness and catastrophism, Mercier would never walk an en-
tirely straight path. At one point, he seems finally to have

recox}ciled the poet’s role to a shaken faith in progress as he
predicts the ruin of Paris:

Escape, my book, escape whether the flames or the hordes; tell future
g.ex.leratlons what Paris was; and say that I fulfilled my duty as a
citizen, that I did not let go by in silence the secret poisons that bring
cities into the throes of sickness, and soon to their death convulsions.4

His social commitment will serve no real purpose in the face of
future destruction, but it is a simple duty that he paints Paris
as it was, and as it could be.

And yet, later in his life, Mercier claimed with unambiva-
lent pride that L’An 2440 had predicted and perhaps aided the
Revolution. He speaks of his solace in having been, from the
first moment of his career, the herald, friend, and collaborator
of the Revolution, and of his belief that posterity will benefit
from the present sufferings of France:

It is that feeling which, from the first line of Réve s’il en fut jamais to
the .last line of Le Nouveau Paris, has sustained, encouraged, and
fortlﬁed the author, and has caused him not to abandon his pe’n ex-
cept in the.dark night of the dungeon; and that in fact has given
him the epitaph that he engraves now on his tomb, and hopes will
become that of his contemporaries:

Men of all lands, envy my fate;

Born a subject, I die free and a republican.’

Here, Mercier sees the chain of works from L’An 2440 through
Tableau de Paris (1781-1790) and Le Nouveau Paris (1799
.1800) as being linked by the goal of social criticism, of creat-
ing blueprints for change, goads to action. As the portrayer
of thej society around him, he can serve as its conscience
recalling to memory that which must be changed; if he paints’
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more misery than happiness, it is because his portrait is faith-
ful. The visionary who returns from a dream prophesies rev-
olution and spurs it by portraying a better world to serve as a
model for change in this one.

These contradictions in Mercier’s view of his role as an au-
thor underlie L’An 2440, and were never entirely resolved. But
the full answer to the question of Mercier’s belief in human
progress does not lie in any one work or even in them all;
rather, it lies in both the works and in the age, in the interac-
tion between him and his times. For almost all of his writing,
which spanned 50 years, was allied in some way with his poli-
tics. He produced essays and treatises, over 30 plays, many
volumes of sketches of Paris, and a dictionary of neologisms.
On the eve of the Revolution he chose self-imposed exile in
Switzerland to continue publishing the 12 volumes of his
sketches of Paris, which had been criticized as subversive.
When he returned, he became an editor of Annales pa-
triotiques, a journal which propagated revolutionary ideas.

~ When Louis-Sébastien Mercier was born in Paris, in 1740,
France was ruled by Louis XV; when he died there, in 1814, it
was the age of Napoleon. His power as an author flourished
with the coming of the Revolution. He was of the bourgeoisie,
the “Third Estate,” the class that supplied the revolution with
leadership and ideas; his father, Jean-Louis, was a prosperous
armurier, a furbisher of arms. Tt would not have been unusual,
a half-century earlier, had he attempted to ally himself
through literary success with the aristocracy. Instead, Mercier
was a revolutionary in his writing and in his politics. He was
deputy from Seine-et-Oise to the Convention, 2 moderate
Girondin, one who opposed the killing of Louis XVIL. He was
sent to prison for his criticism of the Montagne, but later sat on
the Counseil des Cing-Cents. Mercier remained a républicain
under the Empire, taking up the teaching profession that he
had abandoned during his youth.

His mother was Elizabeth-Andrée Le Pas, the daughter of a
wealthy merchant. A brother, Charles-André, was born shortly
after Louis-Sébastien; another died in infancy. When Mercier
was three his mother died, leaving his father a widow for the
second time; soon, however, he acquired a stepmother and half
sister. Mercier was usually silent about his family life, but we
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know he had a wife and three daughters, and he speaks of his
brother, Charles-André, in terms of warmest affection in the
dedication of one of his early essays.

His education was careful and expensive. Monsieur Cupis
his dancing teacher, was the object of an early satire; heré
Mercier speaks of the genesis of his vocation as an auth,or.

When he came to give me my first minuet lesson, he was sixty and I
was ten, and I was as tall as he was. He took out a little pocket violin
held out his arm, and made me make a leg; but instead of teaching mé
to dance, he taught me to laugh . ... That evening, I described him
from top to bottom to my friends; without him, I would never have
been an author.®

At the age of 20 he was a member of a group of young lit-
térateurs at the Collége des Quatre Nations at the University
of Paris, and began his literary career by writing a group of
héroides, Ovidian imitations, a popular form at the time (for
(_example, Hécube a Phyrrus, 1760). These have not attained the
}Crﬁlmortahtifhvi}.liclg.Merciﬁr’s manuscript couplet, reported by

e sympathetic biographer, Lé 5 i
himself attributed togthgm: T Rt

Demosthenes, I think, was the son of an armorer,
And although my name is common, I rhyme in steel.”

He also tried essays and translations and became for a time
professor of rhetoric at the College of Bordeaux. When he re-
turned to Paris in 1767 he published a play, L’Homme sau-
vage, about the inhabitants of the new world; in 1768, Les
songes philosophiques appeared; and in 1769, Les c:)ntes
mor'auay—all evidence of his immersion in the ideas and forms
of his tnr/le. L’Homme sauvage was influenced by Rousseau and
thg Abbé Prév_ost, and Les songes is an optimistic, almost re-
ligious 'apprec1ation of philosophy, a collection of dreams, often
allegorical, on such subjects as tyranny, optimism, and a ilappy
world, _al.l pf which show an almost limitless belief in human
perfectibility. Based in a form made popular by Marmontel
Les contes moraux offers stories designed to paint virtue iri
attractive §olors and vice in disagreeable ones. But even the
sympathetic Béclard writes that although by the age of 30
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Mercier had published more than a dozen works, they are of no
interest other than to shed light on what was to come.

Mercier's best subjects were the heirs of M. Cupis: the
people around him and his society. His most important works
are the Mémoires de U'an 2440: réve s'il en fut jamais (1770),
here reprinted in its English translation as Memoirs of the
Year 2500; his theory of drame and his plays; and the many
volumes of Tableau de Paris, continued into the time of the
Revolution in Le Nouveau Paris. Three of these, L’An 2440,
Tableau and Le Nouveau Paris, show the evolution of his ideas
of progress.

In L’An 2440, Mercier began to put his strongest literary
skills to work. All is vivid, all thoroughly felt in his dreamt
future world. The visitor notes first the general demeanor of
the Parisians, their attitudes towards one another. They are at
peace with each other and with themselves. Mercier gives us
an acute sense of the city as the microcosm of civilized society,
and Paris as the premier of cities. Thus, Paris is the world, and
the Paris of 2440 is the new world, the world of the future.®

In this future, traffic progresses smoothly because the car-
riages go in one direction on one side of the street; on the
opposite, in the other. The innovation is symbolic: there is no
fighting for precedence, and men are happier because of ra-
tional planning. The sovereign goes among the people and is
well loved, like Henry IV. Clothes are simple, not ornate or
cumbersome, and not worn as a show of pride. Indeed, people
seem purged of vanity as well as of anger and aggression.
simple hat, embroidered with the name of its wearer, is enough
to reward the outstanding citizen. Gone are the aristocracy’s
extravagances and jealous fighting for rank.

Paris has a new face: the Pont Neuf has been renamed to
honor Henry IV, and the public buildings centered around it,
in their dignity and solemnity, testify to a well-planned gov-
ernment. The houses of the poor that had disgraced the bridges
have vanished, as has the Bastille; on its ruins stands a temple
to Clemency. Mercier’s College des Quatre Nations has been
redesigned: modern languages have replaced the ancient, his-
tory is banned, poetry allowed only in the later years, and
science begun early. At the Hospital for Inoculations, doctors
practice the art of preserving health with natural remedies
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and teach 'tgmperate living. A legal code has been written by
men of ability, who, inspired by a love for the human race
have undertaken an entire reformulation of the laws. Punish:
mt.antfs now fit crimes: a mere robber is not put to death; rather
criminals are exposed in fetters and their crimes Writ’éen on 8,.
sign aboYe them to instruct the public in the outcome of such
wrongdoings.

Religion is rational. Men worship in a temple whose dome is
not stone, but pf the clearest glass, so that nature’s many as-
pects may remind worshipers of the Supreme Being’s creative
power. The prelates, along with the ministers of peace—men
whgse greatest motivation is to become useful members of
society—serve the public in tasks from the most menial to the
most heroic.

The “Communion of the Two Infinites” is rational theology’s
ceremony of baptism: when a young man has been observed to
have reached maturity of mind, he is taken to an observatory
where, through a telescope and then through a microscope, he
communes with the infinite heavens above and the inﬁr,xite
worlds below. The vastness of creation stretches before him
and he is cured of all sinful ambition, pride, and of all the pett3;
ha{;reds they engender. “ ‘Young man, behold the God of the
hmlverse’ ” is the command, and he looks through a telescope
the moral cannon that has lain in ruins all those superstitions’
and phantasms that tormented the human race” (p. 113). Then
he looks through a microscope and prays, “ ‘Feeble bei.ngs as’
we are, placed between two infinities, oppressed on every side
by the force of divine greatness, let us adore in silence the same
hand t.hat has illumined so many suns and impressed with life
theAse 1gllperceptible atoms’ ” (p. 115).

re there atheists in this society? No, his guide ins; i
there were, they would be quickly put thr§ugh : X(:IZ)II?EE: ,ilrt;
experimental physics, a science whose laws are so surprising
so remote, and at the same time so simple, that once they are,
known, he who would deny an intelligent Creator would be

regarded as a stupid wretch, a being totally perverse, and a

ca;selz' 1(:).f mour;lning to the whole nation. ,

olitics and economics are just and rational. i

avenger, to whom there is a monument in the city hinbr};i?ﬁi

liberty to the whole world, restoring to oppresséd men of all
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nations the unalienable rights they had held in the state of
nature. In economics, the rights of the consumer and the pro-
ducer are balanced by the state; public granaries store excess
grain; “labor has no longer an ugly and forbidding aspect, as it
no longer resembles slavery; a gentle voice invites them [the
peasants] to their duty, and all becomes easy, evern agreeable”
(p. 137). There is no class of idle citizens which impedes the
health of the state: each does work; each has time for amuse-
ment; and no one rank is crushed to support another.

In describing theatres, the guide sets forth ideas that Mer-
cier would later promulgate in his essay on drame:® the stage
is a public school of taste and morality, serves and is supported
by the state. Dramatists improve human nature by represent-
ing virtue. The two plays the visitor sees are about the fall of
Charles I and the avenging Cromwell, and another about
Henry IV, who is incessantly revered. Prelates attend the
theatre, for it teaches virtue, not vice, and upon leaving, no
prostitutes accost the theatregoer.

In the King’s library, culture has been sifted and reduced to
its essentials. All those authors who bury their thoughts under
a mass of words have been burned, along with those judged
frivolous, useless, or dangerous. Among the Greeks, Homer,
Sophocles, Euripides, Demosthenes, Plato, and Plutarch
remain—Herodotus, Sappho, Anacreon, and Aristophanes
have perished in flames. Among the Latins are Virgil, Pliny,
and Livy—Lucretius is gone. Among the English, Milton,
Shakespeare, Pope, Young, and Richardson; the Italians, Tas-
so; the French, Descartes, Charron, and Montaigne—
Malebranche, Nicole, Arnauld, and Bourdaloue, as well as
Bossuet, are burned. Corneille, Racine, and Moliére are saved,
but their commentators burned, and of Rousseau only his epis-
tles and allegories remain. Voltaire is much reduced, and the
Encyclopédie is done on a different plan, with the arts and
sciences preserved intact instead of being reduced to entries as
in a dictionary.

The government is a constitutional monarchy. The king
watches over the execution of the laws, but the legislative
power is lodged in the assembled states. The senate adminis-
ters, and is responsible to the king; the king and senate are
responsible to the assembled states, which govern by majority

-
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vote and are elected every two years. There ar
cachet (writs by which a prisoner is held Wit?lo?ltn gri%"‘eghze
are ranked w1ffh torture. “We have conciliated that ;vhicﬁ
see‘me_d glmost incompatible, the good of the nation with that
gfl él‘l;}ill‘{ildu?ls” (p. %?8) People are not oppressed with taxes
n . . . .
e gly pay a fiftieth of their income, and sometimes give
Marriage customs are reformed. Dowrie i
fgthers are not impoverished by their digzli%trsm;flgorfl};t
riages are made irrespective of financial gain. Thus Womerl
depend entirely on their husbands for finances, as well as f
their status. They have no desire other than t(’) be wives arcl)g
motherg, apd are thoroughly faithful and obedient. The classes
may mix in marriage, for love alone is the basis for vows
Divorces are allowed, for the reason that people marry to b.
happy and should not remain so if the union is a cguse oef!
unhappiness. Women function as the bearers of the ideals of
the society: a mother instructs her son in piety when he i
young, telling him that there is one Almighty Being who h -
framed fche creation, that He is good, and that He cares f d
loves His creatures. ’ e
In the evening, the visitor has dinner with ily. “Li
ty, gaiety, a decent familiarity, dilated the heaa;"cf zlr?clllgiov%;geii
the front pf every guest” (p. 324). No one covets anyone else’
food, nor is envious of another’s place at the table.10 °
Reading the gazettes after the theatre, the visit(;r scans the
news of the world. China has become less tyrannical: th
people are not as slothful and fraudulent as they once had 'be "
for the greatest pains have been taken to educate them Thzn
have been inspired with notions of honor; they are no ionge}Ii
(f:rughed by an oppressive upper class; and they revere Con-
ucius. dJ apan is opened to trade, and suicide is no longer co
mdergd a virtue. In Persia, the sacred books are read, and II: g
gllentlon is made of warlike Omar or Ali. And from ’I"ahiti ig
SO?J tS};)léth S_elas: Bouggmvi'lle, it is recalled, had brought back a
& Dider%at Lsa:gd;la;t\;vvlzl"l’vglm: Bu}i,. the j0111rna1 reads (a passage
: rning his people along similar lines)
a Frenchman decided not to return to Fran ith hi b bt
stayed to warn the Tahitians of the d e
pose to their civilization, when, with %ﬁgfrriel?c&:g?izréievgo;;g
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vengeance would take the place of love. The Tahitians reacted
by electing the Frenchman their leader, and killed anyone who
came from Europe. Only recently they decided that Europe is
no longer ambitious to invade them and allowed visitors. Mer-
cier combines the starkest prejudice in his attitudes towards
the East, where a complete reversal is necessary to gain prog-
ress, with the belief that European civilization is corrupt and
would destroy the South Sea paradise “where reign the man-
ners of a golden age” (p. 338).

His attitude towards the West is that slow progress will in-
evitably work through existing institutions. In Mexico Mon-
tezuma’s descendants rule. The Americas are governed by
separate monarchs as separate nations in a manner similar to
the German empire. In Russia, Catherine the Great, who had
patronized Diderot, is venerated as a great lawgiver who made
the land prosper; and in Rome, the Pope is engaged in writing a
set of rational beliefs and rules to replace the Catholic religion.
London is vastly expanded; Paris is no longer a city of luxury
for the few, but of moderate plenty for the many.

Science in Mercier’s utopia is heavily influenced by Bacon’s
New Atlantis. The King’s Cabinet is a vast museum of nature
in the center of which isa capacious dome which contains busts
of inventors of such useful objects as the plane, the pulley, the
saw. Four wings radiate outwards: the first holds all the vege-
table kingdom, cedar to hyssop; the second, the kingdom of air
animals, from the eagle to the fly; the third, land animals, from
the elephant to the ant; and the fourth, water animals, from
the whale to the gudgeon. In the middle of the dome are the
sports of nature, monsters of every kind. As had Bacon, the
guide speaks of the secrets revealed in nature’s anomalies:
“For Nature, the moment she abandons her ordinary laws,
discovers an intelligence still more profound than when she
adheres strictly to them” (p. 215). On all sides, long beds of
earth reveal its interior strata. At an optical cabinet a per-
petually changing scene passes in front of the viewer: land-
scapes, prospects, palaces, rainbows, meteors; a cabinet of
sounds imitates all the wild creatures. Scientists have
gathered medicinal agents from the earth, experimented with
them and found a cure for the plague. They have made arti-
ficial torrents and cataracts that produce the effect of great
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mo’gion; they have made aromatic baths to rejuvenate the
bodies of those grown rigid with age. They have recovered the

art of embalming, made malleable glass, and found the Tyrean
purple. !

The rational and progressive world Mercier’s narrator en-
counters in L’An 2440 bears little resemblance to the 18th-
century world that Mercier observed and described in T'ableau
de Paris (Sketches of Paris), whose first volumes were published
anonymously beginning in 1781.12 Aptly described by one
translator as “the waiting city,” Paris in Tableau is a city
which stands in stark contrast, in every way, with the Paris of
2440. Streets are crowded, dirty, and poorly lit at night; dress
is extravagant and uncomfortable; modes of fashion are as out-
landish as they are fleeting; and Parisians are careworn and
tx:oubled. The aristocracy plagues the shopkeepers with unpaid
bills, and shopkeepers in turn overcharge their customers.
Bicétre, a hospital and prison, is a

horrible ulcer on the body politic; large, deep, and oozing, that you
cannot look at without tl}rning away. From the air of the place that
you smell from half a mile away, everything tells you that you are

approach'ing a place of forcible detainment, a refuge of misery, of
degradation, of misfortune.'3 i

La Bastille is the state prison; Charenton, the one for the in-
sane; Saint-Lazare; the Saltpetriere for women—would it not
be better for the public if detention in one of these did not
depend upon the will of one magistrate alone?

Mer_c1er,.in a footnote in L’An 2440, had described an actual
ward in Bicétre where 500 men were confined together and
food brought to them on the point of a bayonet. He remarks in
Le .Tableau that he may have had a part in rousing the public
to its horrors, for it no longer existed in 1781.

Doctors are no better than Moliere’s portraits of them—
above grgument and reason, clouded in a protective veil of
profes_smnal mystery, they dispense professional optimism
hand in hand with medical theories from the Dark Ages.

The Pont Neuf is the heart of the city. Recruiters for the
army assault all young men who pass by; oranges and lemons
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are hawked in the middle of the bridge. An Englishman once,
on a bet, walked the Pont Neuf for two hours crying “New
six-franc écus for twenty sous!” but no one bought; some
examined them and declared them to be false; most walked on,
with the disdainful smiles of those above such trickery.

The Paris of Tableau is a teeming melange of classes,
riddled with inequities and ripe for revolution:

Out of the same window, one can see the man who makes shoes to
have bread, and the man who makes clothes to have shoes, and the
man who, having both shoes and clothes, torments himself over hav-
ing the wherewithal to buy a painting. One sees the butcher and the
apothecary, the midwife and the gravedigger, the blacksmith and the
jeweller, all who work to go, in turn, to the butcher, the apothecary,
the midwife, and the wineseller.'4

Civil government is corrupt. The police are either spies
commissioned to report on particular people, or those who do
the work of arrest and pursuit. Parisians are ignorant of any
way of life that is better, so the king rules as he pleases, and
the people have a short memory for abuses. They admire the
liberty of Americans, but never think of civil war to acquire it
for themselves. Mercier is calling for revolution.

The stage lacks seriousness; tragedy and comedy are corrupt
and decadent, and the Comédie Italienne, chartered to present
moral plays, has descended into vaudeville.

The Collége des Quatre Nations is the most handsome, rich,
and populous of the colleges in the University of Paris, but at
the same time the poorest in capable professors and well-
taught students. In the library, half the books are religious
polemics; Racine and Corneille only recently appeared there,
and a student wishing to read modern literature would be
soundly disappointed.

Marriages are made for money, and women, once sacrificed
on that altar, become outrageous coquettes who think nothing
of breaking their vOws; otherwise, they remain unmarried, liv-
ing with sisters or friends on annuities bought with their
dowries.

Paris is a place of stark contradictions—vast luxury in the
face of grinding poverty, exploitation and death; desperate
boredom among the rich and crushing dejection among the
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poor—it is the hqmg of a multitude of lives, all perversions of
the noble possibilities of human nature caused by a corrupt
society.

In 1789 came the Revolution that Mercier had anticipated
and he chronicled it in his next work, Paris pendant la revolu-’
tion; ou, lfe nouveau Paris (Paris During the Revolution; or The
New Paris, 1789-1798). Intended as a supplement jco Tab-
leau, it is less discursive and more condensed, as much a his-
tory of events as a portrait of social life; it is also more direct in
its political opinions.

But is this “New Paris” any closer to the Paris of 24407 The
excesses of terror have only replaced the excesses of wealth
Mercic;r paints the guillotining of Louis XVI as the deatlr;
of a king who had betrayed his nation, who would not be the
ruler of a free 'people, who had conspired to bring foreigners
opto Fren(':h soil to regain his despotic power. He deserved to
die, but still he is a half-god in the eyes of many, especially the
pqtentates of Europe, and his death will be cause for quarrel
with France. At the guillotine, as his blood runs, the cries of
8000 armfed men ring in the air. The executioner sells packets
of h}s hair; someone buys the ribbon that held it; everyone
carries off some bloody fragment, marching off as’ if coming
away from a party. The thirst for blood is unquenchable. Even
thosg who are about to die feel it: one day two younér girls
convicted pf assassination are guillotined, and they go to their
deaths as if to a festival, singing a bawdy song while the crowd
applauds.

Divorce ig now legal, as it had been in L’An 2440—after an
absence of six months from each other, either spouse may win a
d1v01.~c.e and be free to marry again without delay. Debauched
?:;E;Ittlglus t:an(zhu.nprincipledTmen satisfy their desires, theiti

ents, their avarice. i
B tton here is no longer any respect for

Paris is a city at war, full of the sound of drum i
of blue uniforms. Instead of playing in the garderslgJl f)lf('i c%lsriilg(?st
chll'dren'make patrols with sticks and paper grenadier’s hats’
Citizen is on guard against citizen, trusting no one. PapeI"
money abounds, but the value of it changes so rapidly that
loans are not worth collecting. Parliament, clergy, and nobility
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are gone, and there is no one to enforce civil order. Paris is ripe
for a dictator, a dictator who would bring on a long and terrible
conflict, against whom the people would be powerless.

As a result of these excesses, the slogans of the Revolution
lose moral weight: on a wall someone has written “Fraternité
ou la mort” (“Fraternity or death”); beneath this phrase
another has scrawled, “Sois mon frére, ou je te tue” (“Be my
brother or I will kill you”).

As conditions change, so does Mercier’s tone. No longer the
painter of the vast tableau regarding his subject from a dis-
tance, he has become shrill, journalistic, cynical and even more
direct. His opinions at the end of his life seem eccentric: he
opposes removing the remains of Descartes (whom he had once
eulogized) to the Pantheon, and he attacks Rousseau (whom he
had once edited). He writes a diatribe against the theories of
Copernicus and Newton, substituting outrageous theories of
his own, in obvious rebellion against the spirit of a classical
age that has passed, an age which had so deeply misled men
with its faith in progress.'®

The same faith in progress, which had earlier led Mercier to
project his ideal society into an exact date in the future, made
the Revolution seem naive. It is not the slowness of progress
but the intractability of human nature that is the issue.

Louis-Sébastian Mercier never enjoyed a great reputation,
nor has posterity been willing to reverse the judgement.
Among his contemporaries, he was thought of as too prolific
(“the mortal enemy of the blank page”), of having, with Réstif
de la Bretonne and Cubieres, formed a triumvirate of bad
taste. Nonetheless, he was acknowledged to have had some
influence, and of having, now and then, written “une belle
page.” Among biographers, Charles Monselet classed him
among “the forgotten and the despised,” and Gustave Des-
noiresterres, introducing Tableau de Paris, only praised him
faintly for his ideas, for a utopia “more ingenious than prac-
ticable.” Léon Béclard wrote an extremely sympathetic biog-
raphy, but its 796 pages cover only the first 49 years of
Mercier’s life, up to the Revolution; Béclard died before he
could complete the whole work.
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Since then, Mercier has fared better.'® Among literary histo-
rians, he has received appreciation for certain aspects of his
work: W. W. Pusey has studied the influence in Germany of his
plays and his theory of the drama, and H. Temple Patterson
and Henry Majewski have discussed him as a preromantic
Recently, Raymond Trousson, in a French edition of L’Aﬁ
9440, defends Mercier on the basis of his influence on other
authors, even while he makes no attempt to reverse Mercier’s
Ijeputatlon as being prolix, diffuse and lacking in original
ideas; but Trousson does argue strongly for the importance of
L’An 2440 as the first dream vision utopia located in time
rather than in place.

Mercier was not a truly great intellect nor an imaginative
writer. Perhaps this was because he found himself caught up in
the 1_deas and ideologies of two ages, unable to make a syn-
thesis, his career a constant rebellion against ideas he him-
self could never entirely cast off.

What is the contemporary reader’s reaction to L’An 2440? In
many ways we have attained 2440 and beyond: in our roads
and public buildings; in religion, marriage, and the frame of
our government; and in our science and medicine. In others we
have not: in the arts and in economics. Much of Mercier’s
utopia might make us uncomfortable were it realized. But in
Splte'Of’ the fact that we have already reached the level of
Mercier’s future in many things, our discontent with the pres-
ent makes us feel that “progress’—desired change in the
sphere of material and intellectual culture—rests uneasily on
thetsgrt;.;ac: of a 1}:mmrzlln nature that we have only little pene-
rated, but penetrated en
perfectibilit?, ough to shatter the myth of human

_ Let us consider two cases. In L’An 2440 a m i
rival for the love of his betrothed. We know thataalllt gifsoﬁ;};e:gz
he had the nation’s laws read to him and that he copied them
dgwn, so that he acted in full knowledge of the consequences of
his act.-He confesses his guilt before the judges, who give him
the choice of ignominy or death. He chooses death; his friends
and rel'atlves embrace him; he is clothed in a whi,te garment
face his end. But in Tableau, two young girls go to the
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guillotine singing couplets from a bawdy song, and the crowd
cheers when their heads fall.

Is it a simple transformation of the shape of society that
would make the first scene possible? Can society ever be
framed so that man can develop his “inherent” virtue, as can
the noble savage? In L’An 92440 Mercier expresses a belief in
the nobility of man’s nature: society corrupts him, and the
society of 2440 will free him from corruption. His faith was
shaken by the events of the Revolution and Mercier could not
continue to believe in the perfectibility of man through im-
provements in society. In the end, with him, our attention is
turned to moral, not material, progress, and we are left with a
final question: is it possible?

Mary Elizabeth Bowen
Columbia University
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‘ ADVERTISEMENT. \

THE title of this work in the original |
I is The Year Two Thoufand Four Hundred and
Torty; but as there appears no reaion for fixing
it to any particular year, we have for the fuke
of a round number, called it The Year Two
Thoufand Five Hundred. It may be prcper to |
‘ add, that this is the only alteration made by the I
tranflator. Though the fcene of this narrative lies “
\
|
\
|
|

in Paris,* yet the reflections in general may be
‘ applied, by changing the names of places and
perfons, to almoft all the capital cities of Lurope.
Who the author of this work is, we will not
pretend to determine ; perhaps the reader will be
fatisfied with finding that he is a man of fenle,

\
} of tafte, and learning, of a lively imagination, a 1 ]
, ftrong {pirit of liberty, and, what is worth them i
| f
\
‘
|

all, a warm benevolence of heart.
1
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY

To the Year

TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED.

.A.UGUST and venerable Year! thou
who art to bring felicity upon the earth! thou,
alas! that I have only in a dream beheld, when
thou fhalt rife from out the bofom of eternity,
thy fun fhall enlighten them who will tread upon
my athes, and upon thofe of thirty generations,
fucceflively cut off, and plunged in the profound
abyfs of death. The kings that now fit upon the
throne fhall be no more; their pofterity fhall be
no more. Then fhalt thou judge the departed
monarch, and the writer who lived in fubjeétion
to his power. The names of the friends, the
defenders of humanity, fhall live and be honoured,
their glory fhall be pure and radiant; but that
vile herd of kings, who have been, in every fenfe,
the tormentors of mankind, ftill more deeply

plunged
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plunged in oblivion than in the regions of death,
can only efcape from infamy by the favour of

inanity.

The thought furvives the man, and forms his
moft glorious poffeffion ; the thought rides from
his tomb, affumes an immutable body, becomes
smmortal. While the thunders of defpotifm fall
and vanifh, the pen of the writer, bounding over
the interval of time, abfolves or punifhes the
mafters of the univerfe.

I have exercifed that authority which nature
gave mej 1 have cited before my folitary reafon
the laws, the caftoms, and abufes of the country
in which I have lived obfcure and unknown. I
have felt that virtuous hatred which is due to
oppreffion from a being of humanity s I have de-
tefted, purfued with infamy to the utmoft of my
power, oppofed all tyranny- But, alas! Auguft
and Venerable Year perhaps to little purpofe,
when contemplating thee, have 1 animated, €X-
alted my ideas; they may appear in thy €yes the
mere conceptions of {ervitude. Forgive mes the
genins of my age furrounds and opprefles me.
Stupidity now reigns; the tranquility of my coun-
try refembles that of the grave. I fee nought
around me but coloured carcafes, who move and
talk, but in whom the ative principle of life has

never produced the leaft emotion. Lven now,
the

EPISTLE DEDICATORY. xi
th.e V.OICT of -gailofophy, wearied and dejelted,
cties in the mid(t of mankind as in t!

a boundlefs defert. S

Oh! .could I but divide the term of my exift
ence, with what pleafure would I inftantly d :
fcend to the grave! with what joy Ihould“Iy ae;
from .the gloomy, wretched afpects of my co-tlt)axrt;
poraries, to awake in the mid{t of thofe fair da ;
that thou fhalt bring forth ; that blifsful periozis
v'vhen man fhall have regained his courage h',
liberty, his independence, and his virtue lg i—I .
happy, could I but behold thee otherwife tl.lan iZW
dream ! Hafte! thou age {o defired, thou ob'efi
of my earneft withes! Come, and pour d(jw
hap'pmefs upon the earth! But what do I f: r;
Delivered from the illufions of a pleafin dreay .
I fear, alas! I fear, that thy funis mofe lik:rz;

caft a gloomy light
ond of ruins, ght on a formlefs mafs of afhes,

MEMOIRSY




MEMOIRS

Year TwoT houfand Five Hundred,

INTRODUCTION,

THAT all fhould be well is the wifh of the
philofopher. By that term, which doubtlefs has
been abufed, I mean that fagacious and virtuous
being, who defires the general happinefs, in confe-
quence of thofe determinate ideas of order and har-
mony that he entertains, Evil is difgufting to the
fight of the wife man ; he therefore declaims againft
it; he is accufed of ill-nature ; but wrongfully ;. he
knows that evil abounds on the earth ; but, at the
fame time, he has conftantly prefent to his mind that
beautiful and firiking perfection, which might and
ought to refult from the conduct of a rational being.

In effe@, what fhould prevent us from hoping,
that, after running round the wide-extended circle of
their follies, guided by their paffions, men, jaded and
difgufted, may not return to the pure lights of reafon?
Why may not the human race refemble an indivi-
dual ? Touchy, hafty, thoughtlefs, in youth ; gentle,

B patient,




D) INTRODUCTION.

patient, prudent, in age *. The man W%IQ argues
thus impofes on himfelf the duty of being juft.

But do we know what is perfe&ion? Can it apper-
tain to a weak and limited being ? Is it not that great
fecret hid from us by the prefent life? Mult we not
pui: off mortality ere we can comprehend that fub-
lime enigma?

In the mean time, let us endeavour to render this
life tolerable; or, if that be too much, let usat leaﬁ.
-dream thatitis fo. For me, concentered with Plato,
I dream like him. O my dear countrymen, whom
I have fo often heard groan under that load of abufes,
of which we are wearied with complaining, when
will our dreams be realifed? Let us then fleep on;
for in that muft we place our felicity.

% Was this world created merely for that Tmall. number
of men who now inhabit the fuuface of the ea.rth ? FWhat
are all the beings that ever exifted, in comp:inrlfon of thofe
that God can create ? Other generations . will behold the
fame fun, occupy the place we now poffefs, and pu.f'h us fo
far back into antiquity, that there fhall not remain of us
«either footfteps or remembrance.

CHAP,
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CHAP. 1.

REFLEGCTIONS ON PARIS BY AN OLD ENGLISHA
MAN,

e 'l

l HOU troublefome friend, why didft thou
wake'me? Ah! what injury hal thou done me!
Thou haft fnatched me from a dream, whofe fweet
illufions were to me more defireable than the impor-
tunate light of trutb.  How pleafing was the deceit !
Would that I were plunged in it for the remainder of
my days! But, alas! T am again furrounded by that
frightful chaos from which I thought myfelf deliver-
ed. Sit down, and lilten to me, while my mind is

yet filled with the obje@s by which it was but now
enrapt,

Late laft night, I converfed with that old Englith-
man, whofe foul is {o free. You know that I love
the man truly Englifh; we no where find better
friends; among no other people do we meet with men
of a chara&er fo ftedfaft and fo generous ; that {pirit
of liberty with which they are animated gives them
a degree of force and conftancy rarely te be met
with among other nations.

Your nation, he faid, is filled with abufes ftrange
as multifarious; they are necither to be numbered
or conceived ; the mind is there loft. Nothing is to

B2
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4 REFLECTIONS ON PARIS.

mefo furprifing as that repofe, that apparent calm,
which broods over the horrid jars of fo many inteltine
troubles. * Your capital is an incredible compound * 3
the hideous monfter is the receptacle of extreme
opulence and exceflive mifery ; their conteft is eter-
val, How amazing that this devouring body, whick
is confuming in every parf, can fubfift in its horrid

inequality }-

In your kingdom, all things are made fubfer-
vient to the capital; cities, nays whole provinces,
arefacrificed to ft.  Alas! what is it but a diamond
1 (he midlt of a dunghbill! what an inconceivable
jumble of fenfe and fopidity, of genius and folly, of
grandsur and pafenefs ! 1 left England with preci-
pitation I flew with hopes of arriving 2t that bright

centre, where men, by uniting their mutual talents,
had

# The whole kingdom is in-Paris. France refembles a

sicketty child, whofe juices feem only to encreafe and nou-
yifh the head, while the body remains weak and emaciated,
This fort of children have frequently more wit than others ;
but they are generally fhort lived.

+ The manner in which it exifts is i1l more aftonifb<
ing: It is not uncommon to fee a man, who cannot live

upon one hundred thoufand livres (q)) a year, borrow mo-

ney of another, who lives at his cafe on a hundredth part

of the money.

(§) The livre is equal to ten-pence halfpenny, confequent-
ly the french crown of fix livres is equal to five fhillings and
three-pence, and the louis-d’gr of twenty four livres equal to

our guinea.

m——

REFLECTIONS ON PARIS. 5

had eftablifhed the throne of all the pleafures, fur-
rounded by eafe and complacency. But, heavens!
how cruelly were my hopes deftroyed ! On this fpot
?vhere all things abound, I behold wretches periﬂli
ing for want; in the midft of fo many fagacious
laws, a thoufand crimes are commijtted ; among {o
many regulations of the police, all is diforder ; no-
thing to be feen but fhackles, embarraflments ’anci
pradtices contrary to the public good. ’

The th.rongs of people are every moment in dan-
ger .of being crufhed by the innumerable quantity of
carr.xages, in which are borne at their eafe thofe wh§
are infinitely lefs valuable than they whom they fplaih
and 'threaten to deftroy. I tremble when I he;}:r th;
precipitate tread of horfes in the midft of a crowd of
the age.d and infirm, of children, and teeming women
In reality, nothing is more infulting to human n '
ture than that cruel indifference, with which th N
regard the dangers that each moment produces*.ey

Your affairs compel you to frequent a quarter of
the town, where there exhales a feetid and mort ;
vapour : thoufands of mankind are forced to bre"tah
that poifoned air +. Your churc,hesraﬁ“ord more ‘;c-

* Ye original inhabitants of the earth, could you I
th‘ought that a city would ever exift, where théy {}11 mlv’C
without concern, drive over the unfortunate aﬂ‘y -
fo much per leg and per arm ! -

,er ’,ll"he cemetry of the church called the Innocents, ferves
wenty-two parifhes; they have interred the deaél there

B3 for.
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é REFLECTIONS ON PARIS:

cafion for fcandal than inftrucion ; they are made
the high road for paflengers, and fometimes {ome-
thing worfe; you are not fuffered €0 feat youtfelf
there but by virtue of money; 2 {hameful mono-
poly ina facred place, where all men, when in the
prefence of the Supreme Beings {hould furely be re-
garded as equals.

‘When you would copy after the Greeks and Ro-
mans, you have not even the ability to fupport their
manner, which was pure and noble ; you disfigure
it, you deftroy it, by a puerile longing after what
you call pretty: You have fome dramas that are
malfter-pieces 3 but, if on reading them, I find a de-
fire to fee them reprefented, 1 no longer know them.
You have three fmall, dark, and dirty theatres® 5 in

t a great expence, ma gniﬁcently ftunned

one you are, @
while you gapmgly admire a heap of ridiculous ma-

chinery 3 in another, you are forced to laugh, when
yau

paft. A place for this purpofe fhould
furely have been chofen without the walls 3 on the contra-
ry, it is placed in the centre of the city; and left it fhould
wot be fufficiently frequented as it fhould feem, they have
{urrounded it with fhops. 1t is a grave always OPEDs
always Alling, always empty- Our delicate ladies there
wall over the mouldering bones of millions of their fore-

fathers to purchafe poinpons 20d other baubles.

for a thoufand years

% The French and Italian comedies, oF theatres, and the
The epithets here ufed arc applicable enough to

opera.
but furely the opera rather merits thofe

the two-cornedies ;
gfigrand and ¢legant.

REFLECTIONS ON PARIS. 97

you fhould weep; nature is never confulted; and be<
fides that your tragic a@ors are beneath all ’criticifm:
you there find {fome impertinent companion; who is
alone fufficient to banifh the moft perfe& illufion;
with regard to the third, they are a fet of bu&'oons:
who fometimes quaver the drolleries of Momus ané
fometimes fhriek an infipidair. I prefer thefe ;mw
ever, to your dull French comedians, 'becaufc’: t‘he‘
are more natural, and confequently more pleaﬁny
an‘d becaufe they afford the public rather more em:e%:
tainment*. But I muft confefs at the {fame time;
;h? a man ought to have an uncommon 'Ih"are o’f
:xlh lel:ft, to amufe himfelf with the wretched trifles they

It affe@s me with an indignant pity, to fee fuch
p?ople as thefe, who are fupported by a {ort of cen
Trlbution from each fpe@ator, impudently crowd thei;
Judges together in afcanty pit, where, continually on
their feet, and prefling againft each other, they fuffer
a thoufand tortures ; and where they are not permit
ted to complain, though on the point of being fuﬂ'o:
catedt. A people, who even intheir entertainments,

*'There is an effential difference between the French and
Ttalian comedies ; the'firft are fully perfuaded that the

perfons of merit, and in confequence are infolent -y ::}:e
f‘econd are dire€ted entirely by mercenary motives ; the’ 0 :
from felf-conceit, fhew a want of due refpect for tl';e ublr'le':
the others ftrive to pleafe it from a principle of évarii)ce ©

+ Thefe aré no featsin the pit-at any of the French thea-
tres ; and as thofe that are behind are continually endeavour-
ing to get forward, and thofe before:endeavour tokeep their

Ration
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can endure fo troublefome 2 fervitude, fhow to what bity;. if I fhould enumerats the riches a bad man has
degree of flavery they may be reduced. Thus, alt acquired, and the degrees of refpec that is fhown

thofe pleafures boafted of at a diltance are, on a him, in proportion as he becomes more depraved*;

near approach, but troubles ; and we mult walk over ‘ —this would take up too much time. Good night.

the heads of the multitude, if we would breathe at ‘ "T'o-morrow will Tleave you ; I fay, to-morrow; for
; . I can no longer live in a city fo full of mifery, and
i

our eafe. L :
that has fo many opportunities of preventing it.

As I do not find myfelf endowed with that bar-

tserons courages adiett | I fhall be gone. You may I am difgulted with Paris as with London. All

fine buildings that are falling into Tuins ; great cities refemble each other. Roufleau has very

boaflt of your .
bl whofe afpec does well faid, ¢ It feems as if the more laws men make

{how with admiration your Louvre, . : ‘
efpecially when fur- « for their happinefs, whea united in one body, the

you more difgrace than honour,
¢« more depraved they become, and the more they

rounded by fo many gaudy baubles, which coft you ‘

more to fupport than it did to erect your public 10~ ' ¢ augment the fum of their miferies.”” One would,

numents. b . .
‘ many are interefted in oppofing the general good. I

! however, reafonably imagine the contrary ; but too

Bt 4l this 1 yat Hothing: If T fhould dwell on w will fealrch out fome village, where ina pure air, with
the horrible difproportion of fortunes; if 1 thould tranquil [.)lca{'ures, I may deplore the lot of the
explain the fecret caufes from whence it proceeds: wretched inhabitants of thofe faftuous prifons they

if T were to defcribe your manners, without tender S

and polite, within haughty and cruel® ; if I fhould ; Ie ‘ |

it the indigence of the unfortunate, and t?le 1m- \ * Formerly, though they did not affift the virtuous man, | i “

poﬂibility of redrefs, while they preferve their ;.)ro—. | they, however, efteemed him. It isnow nolonger fo. I e

bitys { remember the reply of a princels to her intendant; his i

' 9 wages were fix hundred livres, and he complained he was ‘ i ‘

ftation, they are in conftant agitation, not much un‘luge. the ‘1‘ not {ufficiently paid. How then did your predeceflor ma- i ‘,:

mob at a lord mayor’s fhow : to mend the matter, there are nage? faid the princefs; he was but ten yearsin my fervice, i ‘
e of the king's guards pofted in the pit, three on eac!’] {}de; ! and retired with an eftate of twenty thoufand livres a year. | ]

and if any one offers to cry out, one of the g‘_‘ardS’ if it be Madam, he robbed you, replied theintendant. Very well, fl ]'

his will and pleafure, takes him immediately into cuftody. fays the princefs, then do you rob me too. ’ " ! } [

# If we except the financiers, who are in general cruel of which one deftroys the other, and none lafts, the minds
and unpolite, the reft of the lrich have but one of thofe two of the great areloft, deprived of enjoyment, and become as I
! faults; they either politely {uffer you to di¢ of hunger or incapable of perceiving the great and beautiful, as they are
Ahey roughly give you fome relief, of producing it.

|

\

[

\

|
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|
|
+ Amidft the torrent of modes, projects, and amufements, ‘ '
\
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1o REFLECTIONS ON PARIS.

Tt was to little purpofe that T reminded him of the
old proverb, ¢ Paris was not built in a day;’ thatall
was now perfe&ion in comparifon of palt ages. Per-
haps, a few years hence, L{aid, there will be nothing
left for you to defire; if they fhall accomplifh, in their
full extent, the different projeds that have been pro-
pofed. Ah! he replied, there is the foible of your
nation ; proje&s for ever! And can you regard
them? You area Frenchman, my friend; and with
all your good fenfe you have an attachment to the
foil. But, beit {o; when all thofe projects are ac-
complithed, I will come again to fee you; till then
will T find another dwelling-place; I like not to in-
habit amidit fo many unhappy and difcontented mor-
tals, whofe very fuffering looks pierce my heart®.

I know that it would be eafy to remedy the moft
prefling evils; but, believe me, they will never be
remedied ; the means are too {imple to be regarded.
I am convinced that they will aveid them; I am
convinced alfo, that they will repeat amongft you the
facred word Humanity, with much affectation, only
to avoid performing the duties it impliest. Itisa
long time fince you erred through ignorance, and
therefore you will never reform  Adieu.

% There is no one eftablifhment in France that does not
tend to the detriment of the nation.

+ Accurfed be the writer who flatters the age in which he
lives, and helps to deceive it; who lulls it with the hiftory
of its ancient heroes, and virtues that are no more ; palliates
the evils that undermine and devour it ; and, like a {ubtle
mountebank, talks ofits florid complexion, while the gan-

grene

CHAP. IL

I AM SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY VEARS
OLD.

IT was midnight when my old Englithman
left me. I began to be weary; I faltened my doer,
and retired to reft. When I had clofed my eye-lids
I dreamed that ages had pafled fince I laid down to’
relt, and that I was awake *. I rofe, and found a
weight opprefs me to which I was not accuftomed ;
my hands trembled, and my feet fumbled ; whehi
looked in the glafs, I could fcarce recollec my vifage;
.I went to bed with black hair and a florid complex:
ion; but when I rofe, my forehead was furrowed
with wrinkles, and my hair was white; I faw two
prominent bones under my eyes and a long nofe; a
colour pale and wan was {pread over all my cour:te-
nance; when I attempted to walk, I was forced to

fupport-

grene is preying upon its members. The writer of fortitude
will never avail himfelf of thefe dangerous deceits. He
eries, O my countrymen, you by no means refemble your
fathers; you are ?ollte and cruel; you have only the ap-
pearance of humanity ; bafe and faithlefs, you have not even

the courage to commit great crimes; yours are all mean
and daftardly, like yourfelves.

*When the mind is much affefted with any objed, it
readily returns in fleep. There are aftonifhing circu’m-
ftances attending dreams. This, as will appear by the fe-
quel, is not very extravagant,




o 1 AM DCCLX. YEARS OLD.

fupport myfelf by my cane; I did not find, however,
that I had any ill.nature, the too common companion

of old age.

As I went out, Ifaw a public place, which to me
was unknown ; they had juft erefted a pyramidal
column, which attraded the regard of the curious.
1 advanced towards it, and read diftin&ly, The year
of grace MMD. the charafters were engraved on
marble, in letters of gold. At firlt, I imagined that
my eyes deceived me, or rather, that it was an error
of the artift’s; but I had {carce made the refleion,
when the furprife became ftill greater ; for, direding
my looks towards two or three ediéts of the fovereign
fixed to the wall, which I'have always been curious
to read, I faw the fame date, MMD. fairly printed
on all of them. Hall faid to myfelf, T am then
become old indeed, without perceiving it. What!
have 1 flept feven hundred and thirty-two years®.

All things were changed; al} thofe places that were
{o well known to me prefented 2 different face, and
appeared to be rec'ently'embellifhed; 1 loft myfelf
amidft grand and beautiful ftreets, that were built
in firaight lines 3 I entered a fpacious fquare, form-
ed by the terminations of four fireets, where there
reigned fuch perte& order, ti.at I found not the leaft
embarraffment, nor bheard any of thofe confufed and
whimfical cries that formerly rent my ears; I faw

no carriages ready to cruth-me; the gouty might
4 ‘have

» This work was beguni in 3768,

1 AM DCCLX.. YEARS OLD. 13

lm.ve walked there commodioufly; the city had an
animated afpeé, but without trouble or confufion

I was fo amazed, that I did not at firlt obf
th'e paflengers ftop and regard me from head ¢ ?frve
with the utmoft aftonifhment. They fhru (:1 O’Ot
fhoulder and fmiled, as we ufed to do i;\%lee tll'g
rng.ar..a maik; in fa&, my drefs might v:ell an We:
original and grotefque, when compared with tiifrasl

A'cmzen (whom T after found to be a ma:
learning) approached me, and faid politely b:;aﬂ"olf
iii]fiddg-;mfty’ “ Good old man, to wha,t pur‘;)(l)tfc:
3 1 i .
ridiwloulsgcl;t[{;e:vnls)(O)fyou ‘x‘ntc:d 1to remind us of the
ridiculo b a whimfica ? W
mcl}natlon to imitate them, LZ)%ez;ﬁgzetl};flv?;o
fr.o‘lv.ck."’ What mean you? I replied; I R
difguifed; I wear the fame dre : it geiiens
i ¢ drefs that I wore yefter-
£ Yrouy ; columns and’ yeur ediéts that counter-
P f{e‘r;l to acknowledge another fovereign
i is XV. I know not what is your defi a 5
ut Lelleem it dangerous; and fo I tell y i S
Wil 5 fo I'tell you; malque-
fes of thi 'oxtnre not be countenanced ; men mult
;o carry their folly to {fuch extent. You’ ure 1101\1\'
A, AT s o i X
th;;,a;?{hi{;@: xmpci[‘cors_;; for you camnot imagire
Sy b<can‘convmce a man againft the evi.
1is own mind. ‘

. TNljetl?er he thought that T was delirious, or t]
ny great age made me dote, or whatever ;)‘h r fn;
l}::)cxon he might have, ke afked mre in what yez;f eIl v as
rm. In 1740, I replied.—¢ Indeed! wh e
. y then

you
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o are feven hundred and fixty years of age. We

fhould be aftonifhed at mothing,” he faid to the crowd

that furrounded me; ¢ Enoch and Elias are not yet
dead; Mathufalem and fome others have lived nine
hundred years; Nicolas Tlamel traverfes the earth
tike 2 wandering Jew; and perhaps this gentleman'has
found the immortal elixir, or the philofopher’s ftone.”
On pronouncing the laft words be fmiled; and every
d toward me with a very particular com-

ene i)réffe
placency and refpect. They feemed all eager to in-

etion held them mute they
ing, ina low voice,

V. Oh! what a

terrogate me ; but difer
contented themfelves with fay
« A man of the age of Lewis X

curiofity

cHAP IL

7 PURCHASE 4 SUIT OF READY-MADE

CLOTHESs

[ pEGAN to be anxious for my fafety.

The man of letters faid to me, ¢«I fee you are con-
founded, and ‘therefore willingly offer to be your
you, by entering

guide. But let us begin, Ientreat
the firft cloth-fhop we Mhall come to; for,” he frankly
added, T cannot be your companion, if you are

not decently dreffed.

that, in a well-

¢« You muft allow, for example,
where the government forbids all
for the life of every individual,

it

regulated city,
duels, and anfwers

NEW CLOTIIES. rg

it 1s ufelefs, not to fuy indecent, to wear a murder-
ing weapon by your fide, to put a {word on when
you go to pray to God, or to vifit the ladies or your
friends. A {oldier can do no more in a town that
is befieged®. In your age, there were ftill fome
remains of the Gothic chivalry; it was a mark of
honour to wear at all times an offenlive weapon ;
and I have read, in an author of your days, that
an old man would parade with a fwdfd that he
could no longer ufe. -

« How girding and troublefome is your drefs;
your thoulders and arms are imprifoned ; your bo.d.y:
is prefled together ; your breall is conftrained, you
can fcarce breathe; and, why, I befeech you, do
you expofe your legs and thighs to the inclemency
of the feafons ? Each age produces new modes ; but
either I am much deceived, or our drefs is ,bcth
agreeable and falu.ary. Obferve it.”

In fa&, the manner in which he was dreffed
thf)ugh new to me, had nothing in it difgu[tfult
His hatt had not the dark and gloomy colour, mnor
the treublefome corners of our’s; there remaine;d

. " ;

InParis, every man whoisnota fervant, or in trade,

w r 3 > i

hea s a fword, if he can find money:to purchafe one, which
e may do there for a few fhillings.

f-IfI were to write a hiftory of France, I thould pay a
particular regard to the chapter of hats. This little fubject,
treated with care, would be curious and interefting. i
would contraft the Englith and French; and fhow, that

C 2 wvhen

————S
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nothing but the cap or b@l@iy of the hat, which was
furrcunded by a fort of cape, that rolled up, or was

extended, as the feafon required

His hair, neatly combed, formed a knot behind
his head, and a flight tinge of powder left the natu-
val colour vifible *, Far diftant from the plaiftered
pyramid of {cented pomatum; or thofe ftaring wings,
that give a frightful afpe& to the wearer 3 0T thofe
smmoveable buckles, that deftroy the grace of the
flowing curls, . His neck was not tightly bound with
muflint ; but farrounded with a cravat more or lefs
warm, according to the feafon. His arms enjoyed
sheir full liberty in Jeeves moderately large; and
his body, neatly enclofed in a fort of veft, was co-
vered with a cloak, in form of a gown, falutary in
th= cold and rainy feafons.

Round his wailt he wore a long fafh that had a
graceful look, and preferved an equal warmth. Ie

had

when the former wore a large, the latter wore a {mall hat,
and the reverfe.

% There are at prefent three or four hundred methods
of drefling the hair of a man of fafhion. ©, how profound
are the arts! Who can pretend to puriuc them through
all their details!

+ The neck:-pieces that are AOW worn are of more fer-
vice than the fuperficial obferver may imagine. The town
air, high living, and other matters, make us look pate.
Now, thofe necks, by driving the blood up into the face,
reftore us to a natural complexion,

NEW CLOTHES. 17

had none of thofe garters that bind the hams and
reftrain the circulation. He wore a long ftocking,
that reached from the foot to the wailt; and an
ealy fhoe, in form of a bufkin, inclofed his foot.

He carried me into a fhop, where I was to change
my drefs: | fat down in a chair; but it was not-one
of thofe that are hard ftuffed, and fatigue inftead of
refrefhing ; it was a fort of fmall alcove, lined with
mat, and turned on a pivot, according to the direction
of the body. I could fcarce think that I was ina
tradefman’s thop ; for it was quite light, and I heard
no prating about honour and confcience.

CHAP. 1IV.

THE PORTERS OF PARIS™.

My guide became every moment more fa-
miliar ; he agreed for the price of my new drefs,
which came to a louis-d’or.  When I gave it the
thop-keeper, he promifed to keep it as an antiquity.
They paid ready money at every {hop ; for thofe peo-
ple, lovers: of a ferupulous probity, knew net the
meaning cf the word credit, which, on one fide or

The porters of Paris carry their burdens in a long bal-
. o
ket. ftrapped over their fhoulders, and reaches down to the
waift ; and of thefe there are near as many wemen as
men.

Cs the
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the other ferves as a veil to an induftrious fraud.
The art of contrading debts and not paying them
- ) 1 de *,.

was no lopger the fcience of the beau-monde

When I came out, the crowd fill furrol.mdeq. me 5
but there was nothing either jeering or infulting in
their behaviour ; merely a buzz from every fides
« That’s the man who is feven hundred and ﬁxt:.y
years old. . How unfortunate muf he have besn in
the firft part of his life 1.

I was

# When Charles VII. king of F-ranc?, was at Bourges,
he ordered a pair of boots to be made for h{m. .lé\s f;};?f
were trying on, his intendant entered, and faid to tf]e s
maker,- ¢ Take away your boots; we 'cannot pay for 3
for fome time ; his majefty ean wear.hls old ones Z ;nogc
longer.” The king commeudefi the l?tendam; an un; ;-
ferved to have fuch a man in ln.s fe-rvrl'ce. 'What l“-“ " or?q
young rake fay to this, who,'wlnle he is tryuf ?nkns} 00 0,
Yaughs within him£lf, to think-how he fhallk t-r.cd ;1& iodl
workman. He defpifes the man whom he h'as T raude ;
and (pends the money in debm}cher.y. It were ffapp?r, i
the bafenefs of his foul was imprinted on- his (;on’t ; :lm
that frent which blufhes not, when he tmjns ova 11:1
corner of each fireet to ﬂ\.unv.tl_\e eye ofa cret{i{}tgrt.) c(cin; '
with, that every man in Paris, who was drefle e)ion his
ftation, fhould be obliged, under a fevere penalty,, to carry
his tailor’s receipt inhis pocket.

+ He who is in poffeffion of the {ubfidies and ﬁnanm':f of
a ﬂgxte'is defpotic in the full exte.nt of. th.c term ; a.nd. if h?
does not make all bend before hlm‘, it is k-zecaufe it is not,
always for his intereft to exert all his power,
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-I was aftonifhed to find fo much elegance, and fo
little embarraffment-in the fireets. One would have
faid it was the Fete-Dieu*. The city, however,
appeared to be extremely populous.

There was ineach fireet a guard that preferved the
public order, and dire&ed the courfe of the carriagcs;
and"of the porters ; it took particular care to pro-
cure a free paflage for the latter, whofe burdens were
proportioned to their ftrength. You heard not here
a wretch panting for breath, covered with fweat, his
eyes red with ﬁraiuing, and his head bent dowg,
groan under a load that would have charged aheaft
of burden, among a humane people ; the rich were
not permitted to fport with humanity, by virtue of a
few pieces of money ; nor did you fee the weak and
delicate fex, born to perform the foft and pleafing
duties of life, transformed into beafts of burden ; in
the public markets, bending under weights to which
their firength was unequal, and accufing the cruel
infenfibility of thofe men who were the tranquil {pec-
taters of their labours. Reftored to their proper
ftation, the women attended to thofe duties only,
wlich the Creator has enjoined them, to bear children,

and be the confolation of thefe who prote& them
from the gvils of life.

CHAP.

* This feaft, which is in the month of June, is at Paris,
she greateft in the year; the fhops are not only fhut, but
every houfe is hung with tapeftry, from the firft floor to
the ground ; all the fireets through which the feveral pro-

ceflions pafs are fwept and frewed with flowers: and no
carriages are fuffered to pafs,
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CHAP. V.

THE CARRIAGES.

1 OBSERVED, that all who went took the
right hand, and all who came the left %, This im-
ple method of avoiding obftruction has been Jately
difcovered ; fo true it is, that all ufeful inventions are
produced by time +. By this regulation all obftruc-
tions are avoided, and every paffage is left free.
From the pubﬂc feftivals, where the greateﬁ cen-
courfe of people refort, to enjoy an entertainment of
which they are naturally fond, and of which it would
be unjuft to deprive them, each one returns to his
home without detriment OF danger. I faw not there
that ridiculeus and turbulent fight of an innumerable

number of coaches entangled with each other, and

the whale body remain immoveable for three hours
together; while the gilded fop, the helplefs wretch

who fuffers himfelf to be drawn along, forgetting

thiat he has legs, cries out from the coach-window,

and laments that he is uot able to advance .

The

# A ftranger can by no means conceive what it is that in

France occafions a perpetual movement among the peorle,
who, from morning to evening, are abfent from their
houles, frequently without any bufinefs, though in an in-
comprehenfible agitation.

+ This method, T am informed, has been loag ufed in

the imperial city of Vienna.

1 This droll fight of & number of carriages intended for

expedition, blocked up for a long time by cach other, while
the
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The greatelt quantity of people form a circtlation

hat is free, eafy, and perfectly regular, I met a
yundred carriages londed with provifions or move-
ables for one coach, and even in that there was only
a man who appeared to be infirm. What are be-
come, I fuid, of thofe carriages completely gilt, paint-
ed, and varnithed, that in my time crouwdcd the
ftrests of Paris? Have you then no farmers of taxes,
no courtszans *, no petits maitres? Formerly thofe
three defpicable tribes infulted the public, and vied
with each other in attra@ing the regard of the honeft
¢itizen, who fled with precipitation before them, left
he fhould be crufhed by their chariot-wheels. The
nobility of my days regarded the  freets of Paris as
the.li(‘ts of the Olympic games, and placed their glo-
ry in the havock they made with their horfes ;- then
it was, “let him fave himfelf that can.”

« Tho'e fort of courfes,” he replied, ¢ are no
long'er permitted, Jult fumptuary laws have fup~
prefled that barbarous luxury, which ferved only
to propagate a race of lackies and horfest. The

favourites

the maﬂ.ers are fretting and the coachmen {wearing, affords
fome fatisfaction to the perfecuted foot paffenger.

* 7 7 1 1

We have feen a fuperb carringe, drawn by fix horfes,
fflmpluou(‘.y harnefled, through two rows of wondering ars
tifans, who bare-headed faluted a—ftrumpet.

+ Thole expenfive fots, who parade with a crowd of
v,alets‘, have been juftly compared to certain infets, who,
though they have many feet are remarkably {low in mo-
tion, 4
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favourites of fortune no longer indulge in that c:rxrm;E
nal luxury fo injurious to the poor. The nobles 0
our day ufe their own legs, and therefore have mere

yaoney and lefs of the gouts

« You fee, however, fome ceaches‘- .they\ belong
to ancient magiftrates, of to men d\ﬁmgm(‘.hcld b);
by their fervices, and bending under the ul’le\%lmt cl)
years. Ii is permitted to them only to 1o owly
over the pavement, where the lowelt citizen 13 re-
fpected. Should one of thefe havt’»: the mrsfortuns
to lame any paflengers -he would mﬁan‘tly. defcen
from his coach, place the injured perfonin 1.t, and at
his own expence, provide him with a'carrlage for
the remainder of his days. But this never ha?-
pens; they who are permitted to have coaches are

men of merit, who think it no difgrace to let their

horfes give place to 2 citizen.

« Qur fovereign himfelf frequently goes on foo_lt
amongft us; fometimes he even henours our dwhe\ -
ings with his prefence; and alr-ne& always, :wi en
tired with walking, refts himfelf in the fhop of foz~ne
artifan * 3 he loves to obferve that natural cqluallty
which ought to reign among men hf: meets in our
eyes with nothing but love and gmtxtude; <.)ur .ac-j
clamations proceed from the heart, arhxd his heart
receives them with complacency ; he is a fecond

Henry IV. he has the fame vdignity‘of foul, the fame
ben;volence

# This was a frequent practice of the late Staniflaus king
of Poland, in the latter part of his life.
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benevolence of temper, the fame noble fimphecity ;
But he is more fortunate: the publié ways receive
from his footfeps a facred impreflion that every ome
reveres; none dare breed riot ; they are athamed to
caufe the leaft diforder. “If the king fhould come
by,” they fay; that fole reflection would, I believe,
ftop a civil war. How powerful is example, when
it proceeds from the firft perfon iu the nation! how
does it affe& ! what command it has over all men!
it becomes an invielable law.”

CHAP. VL

THE EMBROIDERED HAT.

THINGS feem to me fomewhat to be changed,

I faid to my guide; I obferve that every one is
drefled in a fimple mcdeft manner ; and in ail our
walk, I have not feen either gold clothes or laced
rufles. In my time, a puerile and deftru&ive luxury
had turned all their brains; a body without a foul
was covered with lace; and the automaton then re-
fembled a man.—* That is the very realon which
induced us to defpife that ancient livery of pride;
our eyes are not confined to the furface. When a
man is known to excel in his art, he has no need of
a rich habit, nor of magnificent apartments, to re-
commend him ; he wants not admirers to extol him,
or protenrs to fupport him ; his ations {peak, and
each citizen is defirous that he f{hould receive the
recompence
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recompence of his merit; they who purfue the fame
career are the firft to folicit in his favour; each one
prefents a petition, in which. the fervices that he
has rendered the fate are difplayed in the ftrongelt

colours.

¢t Our monarch fails not to invite to his court the
man who is dear to his people; he endeavours to
receive inftruion from him ; for he does not ima-
gine that all knowledge was given him at his birth;
he profits by the lucid inftru&ions of him that has
made fome grand objec the conftant fubject of his
enquiry ; he prefents that man with a hat, on which
the wearers name is embroidered ; and that diftinc-
tion far outweighs thofe tibbands, blue, red, and
yellow, with which were formerly drefled up, men
that were abfolutely unknown to their country*.

« You will readily believe, that an infamous cha-
rader dare rot prefent itfelf before a public that
would immediatcly difcover the deceit. Whoever
bears one of thefe honourable hats has free accefs to
all places; at all times, he is admitted to the fout of
the throne; that is a fundamental law: therefore,

when

#The vanity of the ancients confifted in deriving their
ovigin from the gods; fome laboured to prove themfelves
the nephews of Neptune, the grandfons of Venus, the coufin
germans of Mars; others, more modeft, contented them-
{elves with being defcended from fome river, nymph, or
aaiad.  Our modern coxcombs have a more gloomy am-
bition; they would derive their Qefcent from the depths ci
abfeurity.

)
-
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when a prince or a duke has done nothing to obtzin
the embroidered hat, he erjoys his wealth but is
entitled to no honours ; heis regarded with the fame
indifference as an .obfcure citizen, who mixes and is
loft in the crewd,

. € B.O[h policy and reafon authorife this diftinc-
tion; it can be difpleafing. to thofe only who find
themfelves incapable of ever attaining it? Man is
not fufliciently perfe to do good merely for the i:ake
of good. This fort of nobility, as you will eafily
believe, is perfonal only, not hereditary; mor is it
venal. At the age of twenty-one, the fon of an
illuftrious citizen prefents himfelf before a tiibunal
vfrho determine whether the fhall enjoy the p)'erova:
tives of his father. TFr:m bkis paft condu& aond
fometimes from the hopes that he gives, they co)r-lﬁrm
the horocr that appertains to a citizen dear to his
country; but if the fon of Achilles be a bale Ther-
ftes, ::Te t;n'n cur eyes from him, that he may‘not
have the fhame of bluthing befo 53

liito an ¢blivicn, as deepclzsLlii;r{fttt‘{sc,r’héddcends
ey ather’s glory was

‘“ In your time, they punifhed vice, but they
aﬁ]fg_gnc?i no recompence to virtae; a very imperfeét
legillation. Among us, the man of courace, who
has faved the life of a citizen*, who has p?et*ented

b fome

* It is aftonifhing that they ullot no reward to the m
v&.ho_ has'faved the life of another, perhaps, at the rifk mf
hisown. An ordinunce of the pé]ice u’ives’ten crowns to
the ‘v.'a'crm:m who tales up a drounez body, but nothz ?T
to him who faves a citizen in imminent dangé;of dro.vvn{?:j

o
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fome public calamity, who has performed fome ac
of great utility, wears the embroidered hat, and his
refpectable name expofed to the public view, gives
him precedence to.the man of wealth, though it were
equal to that of Midas or Plutus*.” That, I re-
plied, is highly jut. Inmy time, they gave, indeed,
a red hat, which they fetched from beyond the feas
but itimplied no merit in the wearer ; it was a mere
inftance of ambition: and I know not well on what
pretence they obtained it.

|
|

CHAP, VII

THE BRIDGE . RE-BAPTISED.

WHEN our converfation is interefting, the
length of the way becomes imperceptible. I no
longer felt the weight of age, being quite re-juve-
nated by the fight of fo many new obje&s. Buat
what did I difcover ! O beavens, what a profpe&!
I found myfelf on the berders of the Seine, where
my enchanted fight beheld a long extent of the moft
beautiful buildings; the Louvre was finifhed ;. and

the

* When an extreme thirft for wealth poffefles every
breaft, the glow and fpirit of virtue vanifhes, and govern-
ment can only reward by large premiums, thofe who were
formerly fatisfied with titles of honour. Monarchs fhould
therefore create that {pecies of wealth; but, as we faid, it
will be current only while the minds of men are fufceptible
of noble impreflions.

THE BRIDGE RE-BAPTIZED. 27

the fpace that was between that and the palace of
the T'huilleries formed an immenfe place, where they
celebrated the public thews; a new gallery corre-
{ponded to the old one of Perrault, which was ftill
beheld with admiration. Thele two auguft monu-
ments, thus united, formed the moflt magnificent
palace in the univerfe.  All the artilts of d'ftinguifh-
ed merit refided in this palace, and formed the meft
refpedable part of the attendants of a monarch, who
valued nothing fo much as patronizing thofe arts
that gave birth to the glory and happinefs of his em-
pire, I faw a fuperb public place that was capable
of containing the whole body of the citizens ; a tem-
ple was in front; it was the temple of Juftice; the
archite&ture of that building correfponded with the
dignity of the object.

-Is that the Pont-Neuf? I cried. How it is deco-
rated ! —¢ What mean you by the Pont-Neuf? We
have given it another name ; and many otheis have
we changed, to give them fuch as were more appofite
or fignificant; for nothing has a greater influence on
the people than the ufe of juft and expreflive terms.
Behold the bridge of Henry IV.  Asit forms a com-
municaticn between the two parts of the city, it
could not bear a more refpe&able title. In each of
the femicircles, we have placed the ftatues of thofe
great men, who, like him, were the friends of man-
kind, and fought nothing but the good of their coun-
try. “We have not hefitated to place befide him the
chancellor L’Hopital, Sully, Jeannin, and Colbert.
What a treatife on morality ! What public leGure is

D2 fo
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{o eloquent, fo perfuafive, as this range of heroes,
whofe ﬁgures,{though dumb, yet exprefive, t.E“ to
every one how great and defirable it is to obtain the
public efteem. Your ags had not the glory to per-
form fuch an a&ion.’—Alas! my 2ge fcundlthc
greatelt difficulties in the {mallelt t':z,\terp‘rizes; they
rmade the moft extracrdinary preparatives to an-
roance with pomp an abortion; a grain of fand ftop-
ped-the movemsnt of the moft boalted fpri{mgs; in
fpeculation, they erected the moflt noble r"abnc.s; the
tongue and the-pen feemed to be the univerfal inftru-
ments. All things have their time. Our age was
that of innumerable projeds; yours is that of execu-
tion. 1 congratulate you on your felicity, and re-
joice to think that T have lived {o long.

e

CHAP. VIIL

THE NEW PARIS.

On turning my fight toward that part where
ftood the bridge formerly called Pont-au-Change, I
faw that it was no longer loaded with wretched ho-

vels*; my view extended with pleafure along the valt
courle

% The thoufands of men that refort to the fame fpot,
who dwell in houfes of feven ftories, who crowd together
in narrow ftreets, who inceffantly labour an exhaufted foil,
while nature fets before them a vaft and pleafant country,

is an objet in the eye of a philofopher, highly aﬁonifh’ilialg.
he
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courfe of the Seine, and the profped, ftri@ly regular,
was further graced by novelty.

Thefe, indeed, are admirable improvements!—
¢ >T'is true ; yet ’tis pity, that they fhould remind us
of a fatal accident caufed by your negligence.”—
How our negligence? if you pleafe.—¢ Hiftory re-
lates that you talked perpetually of pulling down
thofe miferable houfes, without performing it. On
a certain day, therefore, when your magiftrates pre-
ceded a fumptuous feaft with a fire-work, in order
to-commemorate the anniverfary of fome faint, to
whom, doubtlefs, France had great obligations ; the
firing of the cannom, the petards, and mines, over-
threw the ruinated houfes built on thofe old bridges;
they tottered and fell on the wietched inhabitants;,
the fall of one was the ruin of another; a thoufand
citizens perifhed ; and the magiftrates, to whom ap-
pertained the revenues of the houfes, curfed not only
the fire-work, but the very feaft.

¢ The fucceeding years they made not fo much
noife about nothing ; the money that fprung up in
the uir, or caufed dangerous indigeftions, was em-

ployed

The rich repair thither to increafe their power, and prevent

an abufe of their power by that power itfelf. ‘Lhe poor
cheat, flatter, and fet themfelves to fale, - They who do not

fucceed are hanged ; the others become perfons of confe-
quence. Tt is eafy to conceive, that in this perpetual and
brutal conflit of interefts, the duties of the man and of the:
citizen are fcarce longer to-be founds

D3
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ployed in forming a capital for the reftoring a:nd
maintaining of bridges; they regretted the not having
obferved this method before ; but it was the fate of
your age to difregard their follies, though enormous,
till they were completely finifhed.

« Let us walk, if you pleafe, this way; you will
{ee fome demolitions that we have made, I thin?, not
improperly. The two wings of the Quatre Nations*
no longer {puil one of the finelt quays,and perpetuate
the vindi@ive temper of a cardinal. We have placed
the town houfe oppofite to the Louvrf:. When we
give any public entertainment, we thmk. Ju&l}', that
it is intended for the people ; the place 1s {paciots ;
no one is injured by the ﬁre-works., or by t.he bruta-
liiy of the foldiers, who, they fay, in your t.lme, (can
it be believed ?) fometimes woun ded the citizens, and
woundzd them with impunity t.

« You fee that we have placed the Ratue»' of the
feveral kings that fucceeded yours on the middle of

each bridge. This range of monarchs, elevated with-
out

# A college of that name, nearly oppofite t.he Louvre,
founded by cardinal Mazarine, for the education of glxty
pupils of four nations, which are Ttaly, Germany,Fl;Tn ers,
and Roufillon, a county in the Pyrenees, between Langue-

doc and Catalonia.

+ This is what I have feen, and of which I here pub-

licly accufe the magiftrates, who ought to, be more foli~

citous for the life of one citizen than for twenty public fire-
works.
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out pomp, in the centre of Paris, affords a grand and
interefting profpe& over the river that adorns and
refrefhes the city, and of which they appear to be the
tutelary deities, Thus placed, like the good Henry
IV. they have a more popular air than when inclofed
in fquares, where the eye is bounded *. Thefe, grand
and natural, were erected without any great expence;
our kings, after their deceafe, did not impole that
laft tribute, which in your age opprefled the fubje&,
already exhaufted.”

I obferve, with great fatisfattion, that you have
taken away the flaves that were chained to the feet
of the ftatues of our kings+; that you have obliterat-
ed every faftuous inferiptient; and though' that
grofs flattery is of all others the lealt dangerous, you
have carefully avoided even the appearance of falfe-
hood and oftentation. )

They

# The houfes of the farmers of the public taxes, for the
moft part, encircle the ftatues of our kings; fo that they
cannet, even after their death, avoid being furrounded by
icoundrels.

+ Lewis X1V. ufed to fay, that of all the governments
in the world, that 6f the Grand Turk pleafed him moft,
A greater inftance of pride and ignorance cannot be pro-
duced.

1 This evidently refers to the outré flatue of Lewis X1V,
in the Place des Viétoires, and to the bombaftic infcription
on the pedeftal, which calls him, ¢ the immortal man.” It
is but-juftice to the Parifians to add, that they are in gene~
ral difgufted with the one and the other.
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They tell me that the Baftile has been totally de-
molifhed by a prince who did not thinlf him.{'clf a god
among men, but held the Judge of kings in dl'Ie re-
verence. 'They fay, moreover, that on the ruins. of
that hideous caftle (fo properly called the Place of
Vengeance, and of a royal vengeance) th.e:}.r hav.e
erected a. temple to Clemency; that mo citizen 1S
fnatched from fociety, without his procefs being firft
publicly made; that a lettre de cachetis.a term un-
known to the people, and ferves only to e.xer‘:.xfe th'e
curiofity of thofe who bufy themfelves with invefli-
gating the antiquated. terms of barbarous ages.
There had been, they added, a treati‘fe compofed,
intitled, ¢ A Parallel betweena Lettre de Cachetand

the Afiatic Bow String.”

We arrived infenfibly at the Thuilleries, where
every one was admitted ; and it now appeared to
me more charming than ever*. They made me no
demand for a feat in that royal garden. ‘We found
ourfelves at the Place of Lewis XV. My guide,
taking me by the hand, faid, with a fmile, “ You muft:
have feen the inauguration of this equeftrian ftatue.”
—Yes; I was then young, and no lefs curious ;ha.r\
at prefent.—¢ But, do you know,’? he {uid, ¢ that it
is a chief-d’ceuvre worthy of our age? We till con-~
ftantly admire it; and when we furvey the per.fpe&ivc
of the palace, it appears, efpecially by the fetltmg fany

crowned

# To refuife the common people an entrance into this gar-
den feems to me a wanton infult, and of a higher degree:
than is commonly imagined.
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erowned by the moft illuftrioug rays.  Thefe magni-
ficent viltas form a happy enclofure; and he who
projectzd the plan was, by no means, deftitute of tafte;
be had the fagacity to forefee the effe they would
one day produce. I have read, however, that, in
yeur day there were men as jealous as igacrant, who
vented their cenfure again® this fatue and place,
which they ought to have admired *. If; at this time,
there fhould be a man fiupid enough to utter fuch
abfurdities, he would certainly be treated with the
higheft contempt.”’

I continued my entertaining walk; but the detail
would be too leng; befide, in recollecting a dream,
forething is always loft. The corner of every ftreet
prefented a beautiful fountain, from which. there
flowed a pure and limpid ftream that fell iuto a fhell,
whofe furface refembled the beaten filver, and the
tranfparency of the water invited the thirfty paffen.
gers to a falutary refrelhment. The clear fiream
that fell from the fountain, as it flowed through the
ftreets, plentifully wafhed the pavemeat.

« Behold the proje& of your M., Defparcieur,
member of the academy of {ciences, completely ac-
complifhed. See how every houle is furnifhed with

that

# It is only in France, that the art of keeping filence is
not regarded as a merit. A Frenchman is not more eafily
known by his countenance and his accent than by the lege-~
rity with which he talks and determines on all fubjeéts; he
never knews how to fay, ¢ I underftand nothing of that.”
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that which is of all things the mofl ufeful, the moft
neceflary.  What clegance to our dwellings, what
refre(hment to the air, is derived {from this fingle cir-
camftance.

« We no longer ere&t.thofe dangefous chimnics
which threatened to crufh each paffenger by their
fall ; our roofs have not that Gothic declivity, from
which a guft of wind could blow the tiles intd the
moft frequented ftreets.”’—We afcended to the top of
one of their houfes by a luminous ftair-cafe. What
a pleafure was it to me, who love the free air and an
extenfive profped, to find the tops of the houfes or-
namented with pots of flowers, and covered with
(weet-lcented arbeurs ; the fummit of each heufe of-
fered fuch a terras, and as they were all of an equal
height, they formed together one vaft and delightful
garden; fo that the whole city, whea viewed from the
top of fome tower, appeared to be crowned with ver-
dure, fruits, and flowers.

I need not tell you, that the Hotel Dieu was no
longer inclofed in the centre of the city. If any
ftranger or citizen falls fick, when diltant from his
country or his family, we do not, they faid, imprifon
him as they did in your time, in a noifome bed, be-
tween a corpfe and one expiring in agonies, to breathe
the noxious vapours from the dead and the dying,
and convert a fimple indifpofition into a cruel difeafe.
We have divided that hofpital into twenty diftind
houfes, which are placed at the different extremities

of the city. By that means, the foul air which ex-
haled
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haled from that horrid gulph * is difperfed, and no
longer dangerous to the'capit,al. The fick, more~
over, are not driven to thofe hofpitals by extreme in-
digence ; they do not go. thither already ftruck with
the idea of death, and merely to fecure an interment;
but becaufe they there find more ready and efficacious
fuccour than in their own habitations. You there no
longer fee that} horrid mixture, that thocking cenfu-
fion, which apnounced a place of vengeance rather
than. of charity. Each patient has a feparaté bed;
and can expire without reviling the human race.
They have {fcrutinized the accounts of the dire@ors.
O fhame! O grief! O incredible guilt! that men
fhould enrich themfelves with the fubftance of the
poor, find happinefs in the miferies of their fellow-
creatures, drive a gainful bargain with death ! —But
no more ; the time for thefe iniquities-is palt; the
afylum of the wretched is regarded as the temple
where the Divinity pours. his facred influence with

the

* Six thoufand wretches are crowded together in the
wards of the Hotel Dieu, where the air has no circulation,
The arm of the river, which flows by it, receives all its
filth, and.abounds with the feeds of corruption, is drank by
one half of the city. In that part of the river which wathes
the quay Pelletier, and between the two bridges, a great
number of dyers pour in their dregs three times a week.
I have feen the water retain a dingy hue for more than fix
hours after. The arch that compofes the quay de Gevres
is the-fink of peflilence; the inhabitants of all that part of
the town drink an infeéted water, and breathe empoifoned
air. The money that is fo prodigally fpent in fire works
would be fufficient to rid the city of this curfe,
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what employment more amiable, more illuftrious, il
more worthy of a virtuous and fagacious being, than i
to preferve the delicate thread of cur days, by na- I
ture frail and fleeting, but by art rendered ftrong |
and durable ?’—But your general hofpital, where is |
that fituated I—“ We have no general hofpital *, \ ‘
no Bicetre+, no places of confinement, or rather dif- | |
tradtion. ~ A found body has no need of the cautery. I ’x
Luxury, in your time, had gangrened the vital parts j “ i
of your conftitution ; your political body was cover- | “ i
ed with ulcers ; and, inftead of gently healing thofe ! Il
thameful fores, you added to them frefh rﬁa]ignitv. i
|
|

the greateft complacency ;. thofe enormcus abufes
are all corre&ted, and the poor fick mortal has now
nothing to encounter but his difeafe, and, opprefled
by that alone, Le {uffers in filence *.

< Learned and humane phyficians here affiduoufly
examine each particular patient ; not pronounce fen-
tence of death, by promifcueufly dictating general
precepts. By their difcerning and attentive condué,
health is fcon reftored. 'The phyficians we rank
among thg moft refpedable of our citizens. In fad,
what

!
I
‘ |
I
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I
I
4

You

* 1 have fometimes walked with- flow and folitary fleps * VThe Hofpital General of Paris is a fort of general
through the wards of the Hotel Dieu at Paris. What work-houfe;
place more proper to meditate on the fate of man? I have perfons,
{een there inhuman avarice decorated with th.e name of pub-
lic charity ; 1 have feen the dying crowded clofer together
than they'ought to have been in the grave, precipitate the
death of their miferable companions; I have feen their

It is faid to contain ten or eleven thoufand

+ Inthe prifon of the Bicetre, there is a room called the |
Salle de Force, that is a type of the infernal regions. Six i |
hundred wretches, crouded together, oppreffed by their :

pangs and their tears regarded with.a general unconcern ;
the fword of death ftruck on the right and on the lefr,
and not a figh was heard : one would have thought that
they were killing beafts in a flaughter-houfe. 1 have feen
men fo hardened by this fight, as to wonder that any one
fhould be affetted. A few days after, I have been at
the -opera. What a prcefufe amufement! Decorations,
altors, muficians! an encrimous expence to precure a pom -
Feus entertainment! What will pofterity fay, when they
Mall be told that two fo different places could fubfift in’ the
fame city. How, alas! can they exift on the fame {pot?
Daes not thie one n.ecffarily exclude the other? A fhort
time afiter the royal academy of mufic overwhelmed my
foul ; the firft firoke of the bow brought before wy eyes
the mournful ted of thofe dying wietches.

miferies, by a foul air, by the vermin that devour them,
l?y defpair, and by a rancour ftll more cruel, live in the
fermentation of a ftifled rage: it is the punifhment of
Mezentius a thoufand times multiplied (9)- The magifs
trates are deaf to the cries of thefe unbappy people. %Ve
have feen them murder their gaolers, the furgeons, the
very prieft that attended them, with the fole view of beins
delivered from that place and expiring with more freedm;
on the fcaffold. It has been juftly remarked, that death
would be a lefs barbarous punifhment than what t'héy
fuffer. O ye inhuman magiftrates! iron-hearted wretches

unworthy tlie name of men! you offend againft humanit)’r

g Vide Virg. ZEn. 1ib. viii. ver, 483.
E fill

z
_
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You thought to have extinguifhed vice by cruelty ;
inhuman becaufe you were incapable of forming juft
laws *.

¢« You found it more eafy to torment the guilty
and unfortunate than to prevent diforder and mifery.
Your barbarous violence has only ferved to harden
the hearts of criminals, and to make them more def-
perate. And what have you gained by this conduct ?
Tears, diftra&ted cries, and curfes. You feem to
have modelled your places of confinement after your
idea

ftill more than thofe you punifh! Noband of ruffians in the
mid@ of their ferocity, ever exercifed cruelties like yours.
Dare to feem ftill more inhuman, but execute more {peedy
juftice; fet fire to their prifon, and burn them all alive;
you will fpare them the greater mifery of attending your
determinations in their horrible {lavery: but, alas! you
feem only anxious to protrat it.

Might not each of thefe unhappy men, have a heavy
weight fixed to his foot, and be fent to till the ground?
Noj they are the victims of an arbitrary power that you
would conceal from every eye.—I underftand you.

#* Yes, magiftrates, it is your ignorance, your idlenefs,
and precipitation, thatcaufe defpair among the poor. You
imprifon a wman for a mere trifle, and place him by the
fide of a mifcreant : you corrupt, you poifon his mind, and
then leave him, forgot, amidt a herd of abandoned
wretches; but he does not forget your injuftice : as you
obferve no proportion between the crime and the punifh-
ment, he imitates your example, and all things become to
him equal.
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idea of that horrible dwelling you called the infernal
regions, where the minifters or vengeance accumu-
late tortures, for the horrid pleafure of infliting a
lafting punifhment on beings full of agony and im-
ploring mercy.

¢« To cenclude, for to entimerate all would take
up too much time, you even kmew not how to em-
ploy your beggars ; the utmoft difcernment of your
government confifted in fhutting them up, and leav-
ing them to perifh with hunger. Thefe wretches,
who expired by a flow death in a corner of the king-
dom, have notwithftanding made us hear their
groans ; we have not been deaf to their obfcure
complaints ; they have pierced through a feries of
feven ages; and your bafe tyranny in that inftance
has recalled a thoufand others.”

I held down my head, and was unable to reply;
for I had been a witnefs to thefe cruelties, which I
could only lament, for more was not in my power *.
After a fhort filence, faid I, Ah! do not renew the
wounds of my heart. God has avenged the evil
they did to mankind 5 he has punifhed the hardnefs
of their hearts; you know—DBut let us purfue our
walk. You have, I think, fuffered one of our political
evils to fubfilt : Paris appears to me as populous as
in my time; and it was then proved, that the head

Ez2 was

+ 1 have fatisfied my heart, and executed juftice, in an=
nouncing this invafien of humanity, this horrid outrage that
will fcarce be believed : but, alas! it neverthelefs {ubfifts.
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was.three times too large for the body.— 1 am well
pleafed to inform you,” replied my guide,  that the
nuinber of inhabitants in the kingdom is doubled; that

all the lands are cultivated; and confequently the

head bears now a jult proportion to the members.
"This great city confiant'y produces as many men of
the firl rank, men of learning, of ufeful induflry,
and refined genius, as all the other cities of France
together.”’—But one word more;, of too much im-
portance to be forgot: Do you place your magazinzs
of powder in the centre of the city ?—¢ We are far
from that imprudence. Nature produces {ufficient
exploficns.  We need not conftruét thofe that are
artificial, -and would be a hundred times mure dan-
gerous ¥,

CHAPR

# There are magazines of powder in the centre of almoft
every town  The lightning, and a thoufund other unfore-
feen, nay, unknown incidents, may blow them up. A
thoufand terrible examples (a thing fcarce creditle) have
ot been fufficient to correét even to this hour, the weak-
nefls of mankind, The lofs of two thoufand five hundred
people, who perifhed in the ruins at Brefcia, will. perhaps
render our governors attentive to an evil, which may juttly
be called the work of their hands, as it isin their power fo
¢afily to prevent ite

CHAP. IX.
THE PETITIONS.

I OBSERVED feveral officers, habited with
the enfigus of their rank, who came to receive the
¢omplaints of the people, and make a faithful report
of them to the chief magiftrates. Every thing that
regarded the adminiftration of the police was treated
“with the greatelt difpateh ; jultice was rendered to
the injured; and every one blefled the ‘adminiftra-
tors*. I poured forth my praifes on this wife and
prudent government. But, gentlemen, I faid, you
are not entitled to all the glory of this inftitution. In
my days, the city began to be well governed. A
vigilant police watched over every rank and all tranf-
a&ions. One of thofe who maintained it in the
greatelt order, deferves to be named with eulogy
amidit you. We read, among his. judicious ordi-
nances, that for abolifhing thofe ridiculous and
heayy figns which disfigured the city, qn‘d. en@‘anggr-
ed the paflengers; that for completing, or ‘r\a‘the;
inventing, of lamps; and for the admirable plan of
a fpeedy fupply of water, by which the inhabitants

have

* When a minifter of ftate, by his bad management,
puts the monarchy in danger, or when a general fheds the
blood of the fubjetts to no purpofe, and fhamefully lofes
- battle, bis punifhment is known ; he is forbid to come
into the maonarch’s :prefence. Thus crimes that may ruin
the nation are treated as mere trifles, '

Ej3
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have been preferved from thofe fires which were
formerly fo frequent*.

¢ It is true,” they replied, ¢that magiftrate was
indefatigable, and equal to the duties of his office,
extenfive as they were. But the police had not then
received its full perfection ; {pies were then the prin-
cipal agents of a government weak, reftlefs, and
mutinoust. They were moreover very frequently
employed in a criminal curiofity, rather than in
what ftrictly regarded the public utility; all their
difcoveries, fo artfully procured, frequently pro-
duaced nothing more than a falfe light that deceived
the magiftrate. What was worle, this corps of in-
formers, feduced by bribes, became a corrupted mafs
that infeéted fociety; all the pleafures of converfa-
tion were banifhedf ; men could no longer open their
hearts

# If this author thinks the fires in Paris frequent, where
there is {carce a houfe burned in a year, and where no one
ever thoughtit worth while to erect an office of infurance,
what would he fay to thofe at L.endon ? In fatt the French
houfes are fo conftructed as not eafily to be burned.

+ The quantity of {pies in Paris is incredible ; befides a
great number who make it their fole bufinefs, almoft all
that large corps, who by day clean fhoes, and at night
carry a falot, that is, a farthing candle in a paper lanthern,
are of that honourable order,

1 All fuch frivolous and capricious regulations, all thofe
refinerients in the police, can impofe on them only who
havenever ftudied the heart of man,  Suchrigid reftrictions

produce
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hearts to each other ; they were reduced to the cruel
alternative of imprudence or hypocrify. -In vain did
the foul fruggle to exprefs its ideas of patriotifm ;
it dared not declare its f{entiments; faw the fnare
that was fpread, and pierced with grief, returned
cold and folitary to its fecret abode. = In a word, men
were then inceflantly obliged to difguife their words,
their looks, and a&ions. O! how diftra&ing to the
generous foul, who faw the monfters of his country
fmile while they preyed upon it ; who faw, and dared
not point them out*.”

CHAP.

produ. e a hateful fubordination, fecured by bands on which
very little dependence can be placed

* We have not yet had a Juvenal. What age ever more
deferved fuch a fatirift ? Juvenal was not a felfith wretch,
like the flatterer Horace, or the infipid Boilean ; he had a
firm foul, that thoroughly detefted vice, frankly declared
war againft it, and purfued it when fheltered under the
purple. 'Who now dare affume that fublime and generous
tatk ¢ Who now has fortitude fufficient to render up his
foul to truth, and fay to his age, ¢} leave thee the tefta-
ment that virtue hath dittated to me; read and blufh: it
is thus I bid thee farewell,”
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CHAP. X.
THE MAN WITH 4 MASK,

BUT, pray, who is that man that pafles
with a mafk on his face? How falt he walks, or
rather flies |—¢ It is an author that has wrote 2 bad
book, When I fay bad, I fpeak nat of the defedts
of judgmentor ftyle; an excellent work may hemade
by the aid of plain ftrong fenfe alone* ; I only mean
that he has publifhed dangerous principles fuch as
are inconfiftent with found morality, that univerfal
marality which fpeaks to every heart. By way of
reparation, he wears 2 maik, in order to hide his
{hame, till he has effaced it by writing fomething
more rational and beneficial to fociety. He is
daily vifited by two worthy citizens, who combat
his erroneous opinions with the arms of eloguence
and complacency, hear his objections, confute them,
:ahd will engage him to retract when he thall be
convinced. Then he will be re-eftablifhed ; he will
even acquire from the confeffion of his errors a
greater glory; for what is more commendable than
to abjure our faults}, and to embrace new lights
with a noble fincerity ?’—But was his boc_;k well

received ?

* Nothing is more true; for even the homily of fome
country curate is of more folid utility, than a book artfully
filled with truths and {fophifms.

+ All things are demonftrative in theory ; even error has
jts geometry.
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received ?—¢ What private perfon, I befeech you,
can dare to judge of a book againft the opinion of
the public 2 Who can fay what can be the influence
of a particular fentiment in a particular circum{tance?
Tach author anfwers perfonally for what he writes,
and never conceals his name. Itis the public that
marks him with difgrace, if he oppofe thofe {acred
principles which ferve as the bafis to the conduct and
probity of man. He muft of himfelf likewife fupport
any new truth that he advances, and that is proper
to fupprefs fome abufe. Ina word, the public voice
is the fcle judge in thefe cafes; andit isto that alone
regard is paid. Every author, as a public man, is
to be judged by the general voice, and not by the
caprice of a fingle critic, who rarely has a defcern-
ment fufficient!y juft, aund knowledge fufficiently ex-
tenfive, to determine, what will appear to the body
of the people truly deferving of praile or blame.

¢ Tt has been abundantly proved, that the liberty
of the prefs is the true meafure of the liberty of the
people*. The onecannot be attacked without injury
to the other. Our thoughtfs ought to be perfeétly
free ; to bridle them, or ftifle them in their finctuary,
is t".e crime of leze humanity. What can I call my
own, if my thoughts are not mine ”’

In my time, I replied, men in power feared
gothing fo much as the pen of an able writer; their
fouls, proud and guilty, trembled in their inmoft

recefles,

¢ This is equivalent to a mathematical demonftration.
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recefles, when equity boldly plucked off the veil that
covered their fhame*. Therefore, inftead of pro-
tefting that public cenfure, which, well adminftered,
would have been the firongeft check to vice and folly,
they obliged all writings to pafs through a fieve; and
one which was fo clofe that frequently the moft valu-
able parts were left behind. The flights of genius
were in fubjection to the cruel fheers of mediocrity,
who cliptits wings without mercy{. They began to
laugh. «1It mult have been a droll fight,” they
faid, « to fee men gravely employed in cutting a
thought in two, and weighing of fyllables. It is
wonderful that you produced any thing good, when
fo fhackled. How is it poffible to dance with grace
and eafe, when loaded with heavy fetters>—Our beft
wiiers took the moft natural means to thake them
off. TFear debafes the mind, and the man who is

animated with the love of humanity fhould have a
noble

#In a-drama, intitled The Marriage ofa King’s Son, a
minifter of juftice, a court fcoundrel, fays to his valet, {peak-
ing of philofophical writers, This fort of people are
dangerous ; we cannot countenance the leaft a&t of injuftice
but they will remark it. Itisin vain that we hide our faces
under an artful mafk from the moft difcerning paffenger.
Thefe men have a manner of faying, en paflant, 1 know
you.”’—Meflieurs Philofophers, 1 hape you will learn that
it is dangerous to know a man of my fort. I will not be

known by you.

+ One half of thofe they call royal cenforers cannot be
ranked among men of letters, not even thofe of the loweft
clafs; for it may be literally faid of them, that they know

nat how te read.
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noble and dauntlefs {pirit. You may now write
againtt all that offends you,” they replied, ¢ for we
have no fieves, nor fheers, nor manacles; yet very
few abfurdities are publifhed, becaufe they would of
themfelves perith- among their kindred dirt. Our
government is far above all inveétive ; it fears not
the keenelt pens; it would accufe itfelf by fearing
them. Its conductis juft and fincere ; we can only
ext.ol it; and when the intereft of our cbuntry re-
quires, every man, in his particular ftation, becomes
an author, without pretending to an exclufive right
to that title.” '

CHAP. XI
THE NEW TESTAMENTS.

(O HEAVENS! What is it you tell met

All the world authors! Why your walls will catch
fire like gunpowder, and blow into the air, Mercy on
us! A whole nation of authors !—¢ Yes; but with-
out ill-nature, pride or difdain. Every man writés
the thoughts that occur in his brighteﬁ mom’entsv;
at a certain age, he colle@ts the moft judicious re-
fle¢tions that he has made in the courfe of his days;
in his laft years, he forms them into'abook, greater
or lefs according to his. talent for refle&ion, and
mode of expreflion. This book is the fou] of the
deceafed. On the day of his funeral, it is read
aloud ;
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aloud j.and thatis hiseulogy. Our children colleét
with reverence all the refle@tions of their forefathers,
and meditate on them. 'Thefe are our funeral urns;
and feem to us more valuable than your fumptuous
maufcleums, your tombs covered with wretched
infcriptions, di&tated by pride, and executed by
bafenefs.

« We thus make it a duty to leave our defcendants

a faithful image of our lives. An honourable re-
‘embrance is the fole property that can remain to us
on the earth*; and we €do not negled it. Thefe
immortal leflns that we leave our pofterity make
us 'l more veloved by them.  Portraits and ftatues
preferve the body’s femblance only. Why not re-
prefent the foul, and ‘the virtuous fentiments by
which it was affected? They are multiplied by the
animated expreffion that affeGtion excites ; the hiftory
of our thoughts and of our a&ions inftruét our fami-
lies; they learn, by the choice and comparifon of
thoughts, to improve their manner of thinking arnd
judging. Obferve, moreover, that the pxedomma}nt'
“writers, the men of genius, in every age, are the
“funs that attra& the mafs of ideas, and caufe them
to circulate. Itis theythat give the firt movements;
and as their generous hearts burn with the love of
humanity, all other hearts obey that fublime and
viGorious voice, which has laid tyranny and fuper-

ftitiop

* Cicero frequently afked himfelf what they would fay of
him after his death. The man who has no regard to repu-

tation, will neglet the means of acquiring it.
2
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fition in the duft.””—Gentlemen, permit me, I en-
treat you, to defend my age, at lealt in thofe points
in which it deferves commendation. We had, I
think, amongft us, fome men of virtue and of genius.
¢ Yes, barbarians! but they were either difregard-
ed or perfecuted by you, We have thought ourfelves
obliged to make an expiatory reparation to their
offended names; we have erected their ftatues in
the public places, where they receive our homage as
well as that of foreigners. Under the right foot of
each is placed the ignoble head of fome Zoilus or
tyrant ; under the butkin of Corneille, for example,
you will fee the head of Richelieu®. Yes, there
were in your time men of amazing talents; and we
are unable to account for the foolifh brutal rage of
their perfecutors; they feem to have proportioned
their rancour to the degree of fublimity thofe eagles
attained ; but they are configned to the opprobrium
which deferves to be their eternal inheritance.”

On faying thefe words, he condu&ed me towards
a place where the [tatues of thofe great men were
ereCted. There I faw Corneille, Moliere, Fontaine,
Montefquieu, Roufleau *, Buffon, Voltaire, Mira-

beau,

* T heartily wifh the author had informed us on whofe
heads ftood the feet of Roufleau, Voltaire, and others whofe
names are ranked with thefe. We fhould certainly have

heard of heads mitred and unmitred, in an unealy (ituation ;
but every one has his day.

+ Tke author of Emilius is here meant, and not that
frothy poet, void of Ideas, who had no other talent than
r that
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beauw, &c. All thefe celebrated writers are then
known to you?—¢ Their names form our children’s
alphabet ; and when they attain the age of ration-
ality, we put into their hands your famous Eneyclo-
pedic Ditionary, which we have carefully digefted.”
—You furprife me! the Encyclopedia! an elementary
book! O what a flight you muft have taken toward
the higher fciences! and how do I buarn to receive
inftru@ion from you! Let me behold your treafures,
and enjoy in one inftant the accumulated labours of

fix glorious centuries.

CHAP. XIL
GHE COLLEGE OF QUATRE NATIONS™.

Do you teach your children Greek and La-
tin? In my time they tortured them with thofe lan-
guages. Doyou confecrate ten years, t'h(.: molt pre-
cious and pleafing of their lives, 1n giving them.a
fuperficial tincture of two dead languages they will
never {peak !—¢ We know better how to employ
their time. 'The Greek language is doubtlefs very

venerable, on account of its antiquity ; but we have
Homer,

that of arranging words, and giving them a fititious pompy
under which he hid the fterility of his invention, and the

torpid ftate of his genius.

* See the note *on page 30.

QUATRE NATIONS, S1

Homer, Plato, and Sophocles perfedly tranflated *,
whatever fome pedants may have faid of the intpof-
fibility of exprefling their beauties. As to the Latin
language, which, being more modern, muft in confe-
quence be lefs excellent. It has died a natural death.”
—How is that?—¢ The French langaage has pre-
vailed univerfally. They at firft made fuch finifhed
tranflations as almoft rendered it fuperfluous to have
recourfe to the originals; and they have fince com-
pofed fuch works as are worthy to efface thofe of the
ancients. Thefe new poems are incomparably more
ufeful, and more interefting to us, more relative to
our manners, to our government, to our progrefs in
philofophical knowledge and in politics, and laftly to
that moral view of which we fhould never lofe fight.
The two antiquated languages, of which we fhall (ay
more hereafter, are now ufed by a few learned men
only. We read Livy almoft in the fame manner as
we do the Alcoran.”—I perceive the college, how-
¢ver, ftill bears on its front, in large charaéters, Ecole
des Quatre Nations.—* We have preferved this build-
ing, and even its name, in order to apply it to better
purpofes. There are now four claffes in this college,

who

* TInftead of giving us differtations on the head of Anu-
bis, on Ofiris, and a thoufand ufelefs rhapfodies, why do
not the members of the Royal Academy of Infcriptions
employ their time in tranflating the Greek authors, whom
they pretend to underftand fo well ? Demofthenes is {carce
known to us. That would be of more atility thanto know
what fort of pins the Roman ladies wore in their head-
drefs, the form of their-necklace, and whether the clafps of
their gowns were round or oval,

T2
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who are taught Ttalian, Englifh, German and Spanifh.
Fariched with the treafures of thefe living languages,
we do not in the lealt envy the ancients. This laft
nation, which contained within itfelf the feeds of
grandeur, that nothing could deftroy, has been fud-
denly enlightened by one of thofe powerful ftrokes,
that it is impofible to exped or forefee; the revolu-
tion has been as fudden as happy, becaufe the light
fell at firlt on the head; whereas, in other ftates, that
%as been almoft always plunged in darknefs.

Stupidity and pedantry are banifhed from this col-
leges and ftrangers have been invited thither to faci-
litate the pronunciation of the languages there taught.
The beft authors in each of them have been tranf-
lated. TFrom this mutual correfpondence mafles of
Jight have been reciprocally refle@ted. Another ad-
vantagé arifes from this, which is, that as the com-
merce of thoughts is extended, natural prejudices are
infen{ibly extinguifhed ; men have been convinced
that a few particular cuftoms ought not to deftroy
that univerfal reafon which fpeaks from one end of
the world to the other; and that their thoughts were
in reality very near the fame on thofe fubjeds, that
have occafioned fuch long and warm difputes.”—
But what does the univerfity, that eldeft daughter of
our kings?—¢ She is become a calt-off miftrefs. That
old maiden, after receiving the laft fighs of a fafti-
dious and affe@ted language, would have pafled it on
-the world for new, blooming, and enchanting. She
tranfpofed the periods, mangled the hemiftics, and in

a barbarous and {lovenly jargon, pretended to revive
the
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the language of the Auguftan age. It was at laft
perceived, that her difcordant voice was near exhauft-
ed, and that {he brought a yawning upon the court,
the city, and efpecially on her difciples. By an arret
of the French academy, fhe was ordered to appear
before their tribanal, to give an account of the good
the had done for the four laft centuries; during which
the had been fu_pported, honoured, and penfioned.
She would have pleaded her caufe in her ludicrous
idiom, which certainly the Latins themfelves would
never have underftood; for of the French the was
totally ignorant; fhe therefore dared not to hazard
herfelf before her judges.

¢ The academy took pity on her embarraffment ;
flie was charitably ordered to remain filent. The):
had afterwards the humanity to teach her the lan-
guage of the nation; and from that time defpoiled
of her cowl, her crabbed looks, and her ferule, fhe
has applied herfelf folely to the teaching of that fine
}anguage, which the French academy is every day
improving ; and which, lefs timid, lefs fcrupulo,ﬁs',
correds it, without always diminifhing its force.”—
And the military academy, what is become of that?—
¢ It has fuffered the deftiny of all the reft of the c.ol-
leges. It contained every other abufe befides thofe
that were peculiar to its inftitution. Men are not
made as they make foldiers.”—Pardon me, if T tref:
j.pafs on your indulgence ; but this point is of too much
importance to be abandoned. In my youth, they
tz}lked of nothing but education. Each pedant made
bis book, and well it was, if merely fupid. The beft

L3 of
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of them 2ll, the moft fimple, the moft rational, and,

at the fame time, the moft profound, was burned by

the hands of the common hangman, and decried by

thofe who underftood no more of it than that hang-

man’s deputy. Inform me, I entreat you, what me-

thod you purfue in the forming of men ?—¢ Men are

rather formed by the wife lenity of our government

than by asy other inftitution. But to confine our-

felves to the culture of the mind : while we fami-

liarize our children with the letters, we bring them
acquainted with the operations of algebra. ' That

art is fimple, of general utility, and not more difficule
to learn than it is to read ; even the fhadow of diffi-
culty has been removed ; the algebraic chara&er‘s no
longer pafs among the vulgar for thofe of magic *;

We have found that this {cience habituates the mind
to confider matters rigoroufly as they are :’and that
this-mode of reafoning is of the higheft importance:
when applied to the fciences.

They formerly taught youth 2a multiplicity o.f
knowledge that in no degree conduced to the happi-
nefs

# So0n after the art of printing was known at Paris, fome
one undertook to print Euclid’s Elements, The workman

iy : < ircles
employed, feeing it contan.a number of {quares, circles,.

triangles, &c. imagined that it was a book of forcery, in-
tended for raifing the devil, who, for ought he knew,
might fetch him away in the midft of his w'c?rk; he th(fre-
fore declined it; but his mafter infilted on his perfe‘venng.
The poor fellow, believing that they were determined on

his deftrution, was fo terrified, that, deaf to reafon and his.

confeffor, he died of the fright a few days after.
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nefs of life. We have felected thofe objeés only that
will give them true and ufeful ideas; they were in-
firu&ed univerfally in two dead languages, which
were imagined to contain every fort of {cience, but
which could not give them thelealt idea of thofe men
with whom they were to live. We content ourfelves
with teaching them the national language, and even
permit them to modify it after their own tafte; for we
do not wifh to form grammarians, but men of elo-
quence. The ftyle refembles the man; and the man
of genias cught to have a correfpondent idiom; very
different from the nomenclature, the only refource
of weak minds, whefe memories are treacherous.

We teach them little hiftory, becaufe hiftory is the
difgrace of humanity, every page being crowded with
crimes and follies. God forbid that we fhould fet be-
fore their eyes {fuch examples of rapine and ambition.
By the pedantry of hiftory, kings have been raifed
to gods. We teach our children a lagic more cer-
tain, and ideas more juft. Thofe frigid chronologifts,
thofe nomenclatures of every age, all thofe roman-
tic or debafed writers, who Lave keen the firlt to bow
down before their idols, are obliterated, together with
the panegyrifts of the princes of the earth ®*. What !
when the time is fo fhort and rapid, thall we emp]o.y
our children in crowding their memories with a num-

ber

* From Pharamond to Henry IV, we can fcarce name
two kings, 1 will not fay who knew how to reign, but who
knew how to employ that good fenfe in their adminiftration

that a private perfon obferves in the ceconomy of his fa-
mily.
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ber of names; of dates, of faéts, and genealogical
trees? What wretched trifling, when the vaft fields
of morality and phyfics lie open before us! It is to
no purpofe to fay that hiftory furnifhes examples of
infirudion to fucceeding ages; they are pernicious
and infamous examples*, that ferve merely to en-
courage arbitrary power, and te render it more
haughty and more cruel, by thewing that men have
in all ages bowed the neck like flaves; by expofing
the fruitlefs efforts of liberty, expiring under. the at-
tacks ¢f men who founded a modern tyranny“on that
of the ancients. ~ If 2 man of an amiable, virtuous
characer arofe, his cotemporaries were monfters, by
whom all his efforts were rendered abortive. This
picure of virtue trampled under foot is doubtlefs
very juft; but at the fame time, it is highly dangerous
to be expofed. Itis only for the man of determined
refolution to behold fuch a reprefentation without
terror ; and he feels a fecret joy in reflecting on the
tranfient triumph of vice, and the eternal reward that
is the portion of virtue. But from children fuch pic-
tures fhould be concealed ; they fhould be made to
contra@ a placid habit, with notions of order and
equity, which fhould, fo to fpeak, compofe the {ub-

ftance

# The fcene changes in hiftory, it is tiue, but for the
moft part to introduce new evils; for kings are followed by
an indiffoluble chain of calamities. A monarch, on his
advancement to the throne, thinks he does not reign, if he
purfue the ancient plans; the old fyftems that have coft {o
much blood, muft be abolifhed, and new ones eftablifhed;

thefe agree not with the former, and at the fame time are

not lefs prejudicial.
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ftance of their minds. We do not teach them an
idle morality that confifts in frivolous queftions, but
one that is pra@icable and may be applied to all
their actions, that {peaks by images, that forms their
hearts to humanity, to courage, and to facrifice felf-
intereft, or, to fay all in one word, to generofity.

¢« We have a fufficient contempt for metaphyfics,
thofe gloomy regions where every one erects a {yftem
of chimeras, and always to no purpofe. It is from
thence they have drawn imperfect images of the di-
vinity, have disfigured his effence by refining ou his
attributes, and have confounded human reafon by
placing it on a flippery and moveable point, from
whence it is continually ready to fall into doubt. It
is by phyfics, that key to nature, that living and pal-
pable fcience, we are enabled to run through the la-
byrinth of this marvellous affemblage of beings, and
to perceive the wifdom and power of the Creator j
that {cience properly inveftigated, delivers us from
an infinity of errors, and the unformed mafs of pre-
judices give place to that pure light which it fpreads
over all objects,

¢ At a certain age we permit a young man to read
the poets. Thofe of the prefent day know how te
unite wifdom with enthufiafm ; they do not deceive
reafon by a cadence and harmony of words, and find
themfelves led, as it were againft their inclination,
into the falfe and the capricious ; nor do they amufe
themfelves with drefling of puppets, with fpinning of
gounters, or fhaking the cap and bells. They are
the
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methodically.””—Q! that I had been born in your
age! Thofe miferable manufacturers of fyllogifms ‘ ‘
were the perfecutors of my younger days. 1 thought !
myfe.f for a long time deflitute of all ability, becaufe
I could not underftand their arguments. But what
have you done with the palace erected by that car- il
dinal * who made wretched verfes with enthufiafm, ‘
and cut off worthy heads with all the coolnefs poft
fible >—¢¢ That large building contains feveral fpa- 3
cilous apartments, where they now purfue a courfe of |
{tudies far more ufeful to humanity. They there
diffed all forts of dead bodies ; fagacious anatomifts
fearch in the recefles of the dead, the means of dimi-
nifhing the phyfical evils of the living. Inftead of A
analyfing ridiculous propofitions, they endeavour to M
difcover the fecret origin of thofe maladies that tor.

ment us; and the deceafed thus contribute to the |
CHAP XIIL good of their pofterity. Such are the do&ors now ho- |

the recorders of thofe great ations that illuftrate
humanity ; their heroes are taken from all nations
where are to be found courage and virtue ; that falfe
and venal clarion which vauntingly flattered the
coloffes of the earth, is totally deftroyed. Poetry has
preferved that veridical trumpet only, which can re-
found through a long feries of ages, becaufe it de-
clares, fo to fay, the judgment of polterity.” Formed
by fuch models, our children acquire juft ideas of
true greatnefs ; and the plow, the fhuttle, and the
hammer are become more brilliant objeds than the
fceptre, the diadem, and the imperial robe.”

\l
II

|
i

| L noured, ennobled, and penfioned by the ftate. Surgery 1: I | ‘
WHERE 1S THE SORBONNE § 1s moreover now united with phyfic, and the latter is i |

IN what language then difpute the doctors of no longer at variance with itfelf.”

the Sorbonne? Have they il their ludicrous pride,
their long gowns, and their furred hoods?—¢ There
are now no difputations at the Sorbonne; for fince
the French language has been every where ufed, that
troop of wranglers has difappeared. The roofs, thank
heaven, no longer echo to barbarous terms, though
ftill lefs extravagant than the abfurdities they were

O happy prodigy ! they talk of the animofity of

contending beauties, of the jealous fury of poets, and |
of the rancour of painters; but thofe are tender pai-
fions in comparifon of that hatred which in my time
inflamed

* O cruel Richlieu, thou-rueful author of all our mife- ”)

mtendf:d to exprefs: We difcovered that the fegts ries, how I hate thee! How doth thy name diftrat my H I:
on which thefe whimfical doctors fat, were formed ear!. After having dethroned Lewis X1I1. it was thou that it
of a certain wood, whofe baneful quality difordered eftablithed an arbiirary power in France. Since that pe- R
the beft formed head, and taught it to fophifticate riod this nation has never performed any great action ; and | “

methodi. what can be expetted from a people of flaves?
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inflamed the fons of Efculapius. We have fee}'\
more than once, as a certain droll exprefled it, phyfic
on the point of calling furgery to it aids

« All is now changed; friends, and not rivals,
they now form one body only; they a{ford each
other mutual afliftance, and their operations, thus
united, {ometimes appear almoft fnira'culous. The
phyfician does not difdain to pra&ife himfelf the ope-
rations that,he thinks neceflary ; when he prefcribes
any remedies, he does not leave the care of pre-
paring them to a fubaltern, who, by negllgel}cz or
ignorance might render them roortal ; but ._]U ges
with his own eyes of the quality, the quantity and
manner of compounding them; a matter of the
portance, as on that the cure abfolutely
The fick man does not now fee by his bed-
fide three pradtitioners wbo ludicroufly contemn cach‘
other, difpute, {neer, and watch for i?ome blunder cf
their rivals, with which they might divert themfelves
at their leifure. A phyfician is no longer a 'corr:-
pound of the moft oppofite principles ; tbe patient’s
ftomach is not now the {pot where the poifons of the
{outh rencounter thofe of the north; the beneficent
natives of our fuil, and adapted to our

diflipate each noxious Lhumour with-

greateft im
depends.

juice of plants,
temperaments,
out deftroying our entrails.

« This art is efteerhed above all others ; for they
have now banifhed the fyematic {pirit and that blind
rotation of practice, which was as deftrudtive to

mankind as the rapacity of kings and the cruelt{ c?f
their
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their minifters.”—1 am charmed to hear that mat-
ters are thus; your phylicians appear to me highly
amiable, as they are no longer avaricious and cruel
empirics, fometimes addicted to a dangerous rota-
tion of pradice, and fometimes, by making barba-
rous experiments, prolong the fufferings of the
fick, whom they at laft affaflinate without remorfe.
But, pray, to what floor will they go up *— To

‘every floor where there is any one in want of their

afliftance.”—That’s wonderful: in my time, the
moft eminent anong them would never go higher
than the firft floor and as certain fine ladies admit
no vifitors that do not wear laced ruflles, {fo they
would cure nopatients that did not keep an equipage.
— A phyfician among us, who fhould be guilty of
{uch inhumanity, would ftamp an indelible difgrace
on his charader. Every one has aright to fend for
them ; they feek only to reftore health to the fick;
and if he be not able which is rarely the cafe, to offer.
a fufficient gratuity, the Rate then provides it. Every
month a regifter is made of the fick that die or are
cured ; the names of the dead are always followed
by thofe of their phyficians; and each one is to give
au account of his prefcriptions, and juftify his man-
ner of treating the fick. This derail is laborious ;
but the life of a man appears to us of too much im-
portance to omit any means of prefervingit; and the
phyficians themfelves are interefted in obferving this
fagacious law.

¢ They have rendered their art more fimple, and
divefted themfelves of many branches of {cience that
G are
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are abfolutely foreign to the art of healing. You
thought unjuftly, that a phyfician’s head {hould con-
tain every fcience poffible; that he fhould be a com-
plete mafter of anatomy, chemiltry, botany and the
mathematics ; and though each of thefe arts require
the whole life of a man, yst your phylficians were in
no efteem unlefs they were befides men of tafte, wit,
and humour. Ours confine themfelves to a thorough
knowledge of difeafes, to a critical difcernment of
of their {everal divifions, and-of the fymptoms that
attend them, and more particularly to the diftinguifh-
ing of the temperaments in general, and that of each
patient in particular. They ufe fcarce any of thofe
remedies called precious, or of fecret and myQerious
compofitions ; they find a fmall number of medicines
fufficient ; they have difcovered that nature aéts uni-
forimly in-the vegetation of plants and in the nutrition
of animals. - Behold the gardener, they fay; he is
defirous that the fup, that is, the univerfal {pirit,
circulate equally in every part of the tree. The
difeafes of the plant arife from the glutinous ftate of
that wonderful fluid. In like manner, all the difor-
ders that affli@ the human race proceed from the
coagulation of the blood and humours ; reftore them
to their natural dilution, and as foon as the circula-
tion attains its jult courfe, health begins to be re-

-ftored *. 'This being premifed, there is no need of

a very extenfive knowledge to attain thefeends, for
they

» This is not firiltly true; if it were, whenever the
fluids were fufficiently diluted, the body would be in health,
which, unhappily, is by no means the cafe.
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they prefent themfelves to us. We confider all the
odoriferous plants as univerful remedies, feeing they
abound in volatile falts, which are in the higheft
degree proper to dilute the vifcous blood. Thefe
are the moft precious gifts of nature for the prefer-
vation of health. We adminifter them to all the
fick, and have conftantly found them to effe@ a
cure *.7

Kl
}l

CHAP., XIV,

THE HOSPITAL FOR INOCULATION.

PRAY, tell me what building is that T fee;
which ftands by itfelf; at a diftance in the fields ?—
¢ Tt is the hofpital for inoculation ; a pradice op-
pd'fcd in your days; as were all the good things,
that were offered to you. You muft have been egre-
gioufly obftinate, when fuch manifet and repeated
experiments were not able to convince you for your
own good. Had ‘it not been for fome ladies, more
anxious for beauty than life, and fome princes not
very defirous of refigning their fcepters into the hands

of

# Though there is fcarce any difeafle that may no# be
cured by the juice of plants, properly prepared, yet as the
moft efficacious remedies we know are obtained from mi-
nerals, it would be as extravagant totally to rejett them
as to exclude the others.

G2
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of Plato, you would never have ventured om that
happy difcovery. Succefs has fairly crowned it
the homely dames were obliged to remain filent,
and they who had no diadems were neverthelefs de-
firous of remaining fome tinie longer here below.

« Sooner or later truth will prevail over the moft
intradable {pirits. We now practife inoculation, as
they did in your time in China, Turkey and England.
We are far from profcribing falutary aids becaufe
they are new ; we have not, as you had, a rage for
difputation, merely for the fake of makinga figure
in the eye of the public. Thanks o our induftry,
and to a fpirit of inquiry, we have difcovered many
admirable fecrets, which I have not now time to ex-
plain to you. A profound ftudy of thofe wonderful
fimples which you trod under foot, has taught us
the art of curing the confumption, the phthific, the
Adropfy, and other diforders, which your remedies, of
whofe virtties you had little knowledge, commonly
made worfe ; the hygiena* efpecially is fo clearly
'inveﬁigated, that each one is able to take care of his
own health. We do not depend entirely on the phy-
fician, how fkillful foever he may be. We apply
ourfelves to the ftudy of our own temperaments, and
not leave it to be guefled at by a ftranger on the firflt
fight. Temperance, moreover, that true retorative
and confervative elixir, contributes to form bodies
healthful and vigorous, and that contain minds pure

and ftrong as their blood. CHLAP.

# The art of Preferving health.
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CHAP. XV.

THEOLOGY AND FURISPRUDENGE.,

HAPPY mortals! you have then no theolo-
gians among you* ? I fee none of thofe mighty
volumes that {feemed to be the pillars of our libraries,
thofe ponderous folios, that none-but the printer, I
fhould imagine, ever read. Theology, however, is
a fublime fcience, and—*¢ As ouronly contemplation
on the Supreme-Being is to praife and adore him in
filence, without difputing on his divine-attributes,
which are for ever infcrutable, we have determined
never more to write on that topic; fo much too fub-
lime for our intelligence. It is the foul that commu-
nicates with God, and it has no need of foreignaids
to raife itfelf up to himt.

« A1l

* We fhould not here confound the moralifts with the
theologians ; the former are the benefaétors, the latter the
opprobrium and {courge of mankindq.

T Let us defcend into ourfelves, and afk our own minds,
from whence they receive perception and thought? they
will reveal to us their happy dependence ; they will atteft
that Supreme intelligence, from which they are nothing
more than feeble emanations. When the mind refle¢s on
its own nature, it cannot diveft itfelf of the idea of that God
of whom it is the offspring and image; it cannot doubt of
its heavenly origin. This is a truth of perception that has
been.common toall people. The man of fenfibility will be

G3 Mtruck
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« Allthe volumes of theology, as well as thofe of
jurifprudence, are confined by large bars of iron in
the {ubteraneous apartments of the library; and if
we fhould have a war with any neighbouring nation,
inftead of attacking them with our cannon, we thall
fend ‘thefe peftiferous works among them: we pre-
ferve thefe volcanoes of inflammable matter merely
for the deftrucion of our enemies, which they will
certainly effecl, by means of their fubtle poifons, that
feize at once the head and the heart.”

o live without theology, I can eafily enough con-
ceive 5 but how without law, I can by no means com-
prehend.—¢ We have a jurifprudence ; but different
from yours, which was both Gothic and capricious.
You (till bore the marks of your ancient fervitude
you adopted laws that were made neither for your
cultoms nor your climate. As almoft every indi-
vidual became, by degrees, enlightened, they have
reformed thofe abufes, that made of the fanctuary of
juftice a den of thieves. We are altonifhed how
that foul monfter, that deltroyed the widow and the
orphan, could triumph fo long unpunithed ; nor can
we conceive how it was poflible for a pettifogger to
pafs the ftreets of the city without being ftoned by
thofe he had brought to defperation.

¢ The

ftruck with the profpe& of nature, dnd without difficulty
acknowledge a munificent “God, who has in ftore for us
other bounties. The man void of fenfibility will not join
to our praifes the hymn of his admiration, The heart that
never loved was that of the firft atheift.
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¢ 'The potent arm which bears the {fword of juftice
has fmote that enormous body, but veid of foul,
in which were united the avidity of the wolf, the
cunning of the fox, and the croaking of the raven,
Their own fubalterns, whom they made to perifh by
famine and vexation were the firt to reveal their
iniquities, and to arm againft them, Themis com-
manded,. and the herd difappeared. Such was thé
tragical end of thofe rapacious vermin, who deltroy-
ed whole familiés by blotting of paper.”

But in my time they pretended, that without their
aid a confiderable part of the citizens would remain
idle at the tribunals, and that the courts of juftice
themfelves might poflibly become the theatres of
licence and diforder.—¢ They were certainly the
proprietors of ftamped paper, who talked in that
manner.”’—But how can caufes be decided without
the aid of attornies?—¢ O, our caufes are decided in
the beft mannerimaginable. We have referved the
order of counfellors, who know the dignity and ex-
cellenice of their inftitution, and being {till more dif-
interefted, they have become more refpeétable. It
is they who take upon them to explain clearly and
concifely the caufe of complaint, and that without
vehemence or exaggeration. We do not now fee 2
pleader, by labouring a tedious infipid brief, though
ftuffed with inve@ives, heat himfelf to a degree that
cofts him his life. The bad man can find no advo-
cate among thefe defenders of equity; their honour
is anfwerable for the caufe they undertake; they
oblige the guilty; by refufing to defend them, to ap-

pear
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pear trembling and endeavour to excufe themfelves
before a court where they have no advocate.

¢« Every man now enjoys the primitive right of
pleading his own caufe.. They never fuffer a procefs
to have time fufficient to become perplexed ; they are
inveftigated and determined in their origin; the
longeft time that is allowed for the developing any
caufe, when it is obfcure, is that of a year; the
jddges, moreover, never receive any prefents; they
became afhamed of that difgraceful privilege, by
which, at firlt, they received but trifles, but, at laft,
exaded the moft enormous fums* ; they were fen-
fible that they thereby gave examples of rapacity;
and that if there be any cafe in which interelt ought
not to prevail, it is in that- important and awful in-
{tance where man pronounces in the facred name of
juftice.”—1I find that you have made amazing altera-
tions in our laws.—¢ Your laws! Stop there. How
could you give that title to an indigefted mafs of
contradi@ory cuftoms, to thofe old fhattered papers
that contained nothing but ideas without conneétion
and grotefque precedencies? How could you adopt
that barbarous mafs, in which their was neither plan,
sor validity, nor objec ; that confifted merely of a
difguftful compilation, where genius and perfeverance
were abforbed in a noifome aby{s ? There have arifen
men

2]t confifted at firft of fome boxes of fweat-meats; but
now the boxes muft be filled with pieces of gold ; fo dainty
is the prefent tafte of thofe auguft fenators, and fathers of
their country.

THEOLCGY AND JURISPRUDENCE. 69

men of ability, of alove for the human race, and of
courage fufficient to induce them to undertake an
entire reformaticn, and of that capricious mafs to
form a regular and jult body of laws.,

“Our kings have given all their attention to this
immenfe projed, in which {fo many thoufands were
interefted. It hasbeen acknowledged that legiflation
was the firft of ftudies. 'The names of Lycurgus,
Solon, and thofe who have followed their fteps, are
of all others the molt refpe&able. The luminous point
proceeded from the utmoft north ; and, as if nature
would humble our pride, it was a woman who began
that important revolution®.

¢ Juftice has fpoken by the voice of nature,{overeign
legiflator, mother of virtue, and of all that is good
upor the earth; founded on reafon and humanity,
her precepts are wife, clear, concife, and few, All
general caufes have been forefeen and included in the
laws. Particular cafes have been derived from them,
as the branches that {pring from a fertile trunk ; and
equity, more fagacious than law itfelf, has applied
pradtical juftice to every event.

« Thefe new laws are above all things thrifty of
human blood ; the punithment is proportioned to the
crime ; we have difcarded you captious interroga-

tories,

# They privately burned at Paris an entire impreflion of
4he code of Catharine II. except a fingle copy, that I by
chance, faved from the flames,
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tories, and the tortures of confeflion, worthy of the
tribunal of the inquifition; and thofe horrid punifh-
ments calculated for a nation of cannibals, We do
not put a robber to death, becaufe we know that it
would be injuftice to murder him who has never
murdered any one; all the riches on the earthisnot
equal to the life of a man ; we punifh him by the
lofs of his liberty; blood is rarely fpile; and when
we are forced to fhed it, as a terror to bad men, it
is done with the greatefl folemnity. A minifter, for
example, who abufes the confidence of his fovereign,
by employing the power with which he is entrufted
againft the people, can find no pardon*. He does
not, however, languifh in a dungeon ; the punith-
ment attends the crime; and if a doubt arifes, we
chufe rather to fhew him mercy than to run the
horrid rifk of keeping an innocent man longer in
prifon.

« A criminal, when feized, is expofed in fetters,
that he may be a public and firiking example of the
vigilance of juftice. Over the place of his confine-
ment there continually remains a writing which ex-
plains the caunfe of it. We do not confine men,

while

# A droll picture that of the rife of a minifter. - Thigs.is
advanced to adminiftration by means of a polite copy of
verfes; that, after having lighted the lamps, is piviziced

to command a fleet, and imagines that lamps and fhips e
to be trimmed in the fame manner; another, while Jiis
father ftill holds the yard, governs the finances, &c. Lt
feems as if there was a determination to put thefe only at
the head of affairs who knew nothing of the matter.
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while living, in the darknefs of the tomb, a fruitlefs
punifhment, and more horrible than death itfelf ! It
is in the public eye our prifoners {uffer the fhame of
their chaftifement. Every citizen knows why this
man is condemned to imprifonment, and that to la-
bour at the public works. He whom three chaltife-
ments does not reform, is marked, not on the fhoul-
der, but the forehead, and banifhed for ever from
his country.”

Inform me, I entreat you, about the lettres de
cachet ; what is become of that ready and infallible
éxpedient, which cut fhort all difficulties, and was
fo convenient to pride, revenge and perfecution ?—
« If you afk this queftion ferioufly,” replied my
guide, in a fevere tone, ¢ you offer an infult to our
monarch, to the nation, and myfelf. The torture
and the lettre de cachet® are ranked together, and
only remain to polute the pages of your hiftory.”

CHAP.

* A citizen is fuddenly fnatched from his family, trom
his friends, and fociety ; a piece of paper becomes an in-
vincible thunder-bolt. An order for banifhment or impri-
fonment is difpatched in the king’s name, and proceeds
merely from his will and pleafure; it has no other authen-
ticity than the. fignature of a minifter. TIntendants and
bifhops have in their poffeffion lettres de cachet, and have
nothing to do but put in the name of any one they wifh to
deftroy; the place is left vacanf. 'We have feen the
wretched grow old in prifon, forgot by their perfecutors,
while the king has nigver been informed of their crine, of
their mifery, or-even of their exiftence.

It
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CHAP. XVI.

RXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL.

Tue repeated mournful founds of a dread-
ful clarion fuddenly firuck my ear, and feemed to
murmur to the air the names of mifery and death ;
the drums of the city guard went {lowly round, beat-
ing the alarm ; and thefe ominous founds, repeated
by the mind, filled it with a profound horror. Ifaw
the -citizens come forth with doleful afpeds; each
one addrefled his neighbour, and lifting his eyes to

heaven, wept, and fhowed all the tokens of the moft

piercing grief. I afked one of them, why tolled the
funeral bells, and what accident had happened ?

¢« One that is moft terrible,”” he replied, with a
groan. ¢ Juftice this day is forced to condemn a
citizen to lofe his life, of which he has rendered him-
{elf unworthy, by embruing his murdering hands in
his brother’s blood. More than thirty years have
pafled fince the fun beheld a crime like this. Be-
fore the day is finifhed, he muflt expire. O, what
tears have I thed for the fury that drove him to fuch
a blind vengeance ! Have you heard the particulars

of

1t were to be wifhed, that all the parliaments in the king-
dom would unite againft this monftrous abufe of power,
and one that has no foundation'in our laws. This impor-
tant caufe once agitated, would become that of the nation ;
and defpotifim would be deprived of its moft formidable
weapon,
2
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of the crime that was committed the night before
the lal ? O grief! is it not enough that we have loft
one worthy citizen ; but muft another fuffer death 2

—He fighed bitterly.—¢ Hear, hear the ftory of that-

direful event, which has fpread over us an univerfal
lamentation.

¢ One of our fellow-citizens, of a fiery difpofition,
from his birth remarkable for paffion, though other-
wife a man of merit, was on the point of being mar-
ried to a2 young woman whom he loved to diftra&ion,
Her temper was as gentle as that of her lover was
impetuous ; fhe flattered herfelf, however with being
able to foften his manners ; but the many fallies of
wrath that efcaped him, notwithftanding all his care
to conceal them, made her tremble for the direful
confequences that might proceed from a union with
a man of his violent temper. Every woman, by our
law, is abfolute miftre(s of her perfon ; fhe therefore
determined, from a fear of being miferable, to marry
another, who was of a charaéter more conformable
to her own. The torch of thefe nuptials fet fire to
the rage of an implacable heart, which in the ten-
dereft years had never known moderation. He gave
many private challenges to his happy rival, who
defpifed them ; for he knew there was more bravery
in difdaining an infult, and in fifling a refentment,
than in yielding to the impulfe of paffion, in a man-
ner that both our laws and reafon profcribe. The en-
raged man, liftening to nothing bufjealoufy, rencoun.
tered the other, the day before yefterday, in a private
path without the city, and on his refufing again te
combat with him, he feized a branch of a tree, and laid
H “him

-
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him dead at his feet. After this horrid ad, the in-
human wretch dared to come amongf us ; but his
crime was already engraved on his front; we no
fooner faw him, than we difcovered that he was cri-
minal, though then ignorant of the nature of his
offence. But foon we faw feveral citizens, their
cheeks wet with tears, who bore, with folemn {teps,
to the foot of the throne of ju&ice, the bloody
corpfe that cried for vengeance.

¢« Atthe age of fourteen, they read to us the laws
of our country. Every one is obliged to write them
with his own hand, and to make oath that he will
obfervethem*, Thefe laws command us to inform the
police of all thofz infracions that offend againft the
order of fociety; but they intend thofe matters only
that caufe a real detriment. We renew this facred
oath every ten years; and without being bufy in-
formers, religioufly watch over the prefervation of
our venerable laws.

“ Yelterday they publithed the monitory, which
is an act endrely civil. Whoever fhould delay to
declare

* It is fcarce to be believed, that the moft important of
our laws, as well civil as criminal, are unknown to the
greateft part of the nation. It would be extremely eafy
to imprint them with a charaéter of majefty ; but- they are
‘only publithed to thunder on-the guilty; and not to excite
the citizen to virtue. The facred code of the laws is wrote
in a dry and barbarous language, and fleeps among the duft
of the rolls. 'Would it not be proper to clothe it with the
charms of eloquence, and by that means render it refpecta-
ble to the multitude ?
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declare what he knew would be branded with in-
famy. By this means it is that hornicide is foen dif-
covered. None but a villain, for a long time fami-
liarized wich guilt, can coolly deny the crime he
has juft committed ; and of this fort of monfters our
nation is purged ; they no longer terrify us, but’in
the hiftories of paft ages.

« Obey, with me, the voice of juftice, that calls:
all the people to be witnefs of its awful decrees. It
is the day of its triumph ; and, fatal as it is, we re-
ceive it with applaafe.  You will not fee a wretch
who has been plunged for fix months in a dungeon,
his eyes dazzled by the light of the fun, his bones bro-
ken.by a previous and fecret punifhment more horri-
ble than that he is going to fuffer®, advance with
hideous and dying looks, towards a {caffold ere&ed in
an obfcure nock.  In your time, the criminal, judged
in the fecrecy of a prifon, was fometimes broke on the
whee] in the filence of the night, at the door of fome
fleeping citizen; who waking with terrorat the cries

of

% Wretched is the flate that refines on its penal laws.
Is not the punifhment of death fufficient ; but muft man
add to its horror ? Can he be called a magiflrate who in-
terrogates with torturing machines, and gradually crufhes
a wretch by a flow progreffion of the moit horrid pangs?
who, ingenious in his tortures, (tops death, -when, gentle,
and charitable, it advances to deliver the victim ? Here na-
ture revolts,  But if you would be more fully convinced of
the inutility of the torture, fee the admirable Treatife on
Crimes and Punifiments. 1 defy any man to preduce
one folid reafon in favour of that barbarous law.

H 2
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of the excruciated wretch, was uncertain whether he
was fuffering under the iron bar of an executioner, or
the fword of an affafin. 'We have none of thofe tor-
tures that are fhocking to nature; we have a regard to
humanityeven withthem who have offended againft it.
In your age, they feemed not to be content with mere-
ly putting a man to death, fo litle effect the tragic
{cenes had upon you, all horrible as they were, and
multiplied in cold blood. The guilty, far from being
dragged along in a manner thatis difgraceful to juf-
tice, is nat even fettered. Alas! why fhould he be
loaded with chains, when he frecly delivers himfelf up
to death? Juftice has full power to condemn him to
death, but not to charge him with marks of flavery.
You will fee him walk freely in the midft of fome fol-
diers, who furround him merely to keep off the multi-
tude. We have no fear that he will a fecond time dif-
grace himfelf by endeavouring to fly from the terrible
voice that accufes him. Whither fhould he fly? What
country, what people would receive among them an
affalin* ? and how could he ever efface that hor-
yid mark which the hand of the Divinity imprints
on the front of a murderer; the tempelt of remorfe
is there painted in glaring characters; and the eye

accuftomed

# They fay that Europe is civilized ; and yet a man who
has committed a murder, or made a fraudulent bankruptcy,
can retire to London, Madrid, Lifbon, Vienna, &c. and
there peaceably enjoy the fruits of his iniquity. Among {o
many puerile treaties, can they not ftipulate, that the mur-
derer fhall no where find an afylum? Is not every ftateand
every man interefted in his punifhment ? But monarchs
will as foon agree on the deftrution of the Jeluits,
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accuftomed to the afpe& of virtue will eafily dif-
tinguifh the phyfiognomy of guilt. How, in fhort,
¢an he ever be free who feels the immenfe weight that’
prefles upon his heart?’

We arrived at a fpacious place that furrounded the
palace of juftice. Along the front of the hall of au-
dience there ran a large flight of fteps. It was on.
this kind of amphitheatre that the fenate affembled
on public affairs, in the fight of the people; it was
under their infpe@ion that it chofe to tranfac the moft
important affairs of the nation ; the numerous body
of citizens there affembled infpired them with fenti-
ments worthy of the augult concerns committed to
their care. The death of a citizen was a calamity to
the ftate. The judges failed not to give their {entence
all that folemnity, all that importance it deferved.
The order of advocates were on one fide, conftantly
ready to plead for the innocent, but filent in the caufte
of the guilty. On the other fide, the prelate, ac-
compaunied by the palftors, bare-headed, filently in-
voked the God of Mercy, and edified the people,
fpread-in crowds over all the place*..

The

*Qur form of juftice does not command awe, but excites
difguft. It is an odious and fhocking fight to fee a man
take off ltis laced hat, laydown his {word on the fcaffold,
mount the ladder in a fuit of filk or lace, and dance inde~
cently on the body of the wretch that is hariging. 'Why not
give the executioner that formidable afpect he ought to
fhew * ‘To what purpofe is this cold barbarity? The laws
thereby lofe their dignity, and the purifiment its terror.

H3 The~
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The criminal appeared ; he was dreffed in a bloody
thirt; he beat his breaft, and thewed all the marks
of a fincere repentance. His vifage, however, ex-
prefled nothing of that dreadful embarrafiment {o un-

becoming

The judge is ftill more {prucely powdered than the hang-
man. Shalll here declare the fenfations that I have felt?
I have trembled, not for the criminal’s offence, but for the
horrid unconcern of all thofe that furrounded him, There
has been none but that generous man who reconciled the
unfortunate finner to the Supreme Being, who affifted him
in drinking the cup of death, thatappeared to me to have
any remains of humanity. Do we only wifh to deftroy man-
kind? Areweignorant of theartof terrifying the imagination
without violence to humanity ? Learn at length, thoughtlefs
and cruel nien, learn to be judges, learn how to prevent
crimes; conciliate whatis owing to the law with whatis owing
‘toman. I have not the power to fpeak here of thofe artful
tortures that fome criminals have fuffered, who feem to have
been referved, fo to {ay, for a privileged punithment. O
ﬂifgrace tomy country ! the eyes of that fex which feems made
for pity remained the longeft fixed on that fcene of horrors:
Let us draw the curtain. What can I fay to thofe whe un-
derftand me not : qf

q The author here evidently refers to what is improperly
called the breaking on the wheel 5 for the criminal is ftretched
naked, except a cloth that goes round his waift, npon-two
planks, in the form of what is called St. Andrew’s crofs ; and
then the exccutioner with an iron bar, breaks all the bones of
his arms, his legs, and thighs. A cruel punifiment, the
reader will fay 5 but it is trifling to what he has to fuffer; for
heis then laid, with his face upward, on a fmall wheel, about
:f&s wide as the length of his body only, and is truffed up
like a fowl for the _f';bjt; his broken legs and thighs are brought

back
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becoming a man, who Sught to know how to die
when neceflity calls, and efpecially when he merits
death. They made him pafs by a fort of cage, where,
they told me, the body of the murdered man was
expofed. On his near approach, he was feized with
fuch violent remorfe, that they fuffered him to retire.
He approached the judges, and put one knee to the
ground, to kifs the facred volume of the law. It

‘was

back to his arms, and he is bound round with cords, hard as a
merchant binds a bale of goods that is to go a.long voyage,
till the ropes cut into the fleth, and thus left, with his head
hanging backwards off the wheel, to expire by agonies; while.
the gay, polite Parifians throng from every quarter to behold
a fight that is a difgrace-to their capital, to their country, and
te mankind ; and while the fofter fex, as the author fays, gaze
from the windows with infatiablc curiofity =~ This punifhment
fhews how (trong the powersof lifeare in fome men; what torw
tures human nature is capablc of fuftaining. One would-imagine
that a man could live but a very fhort time in fuch a fituation 5
but’ the wrerch I faw, who was young, and of a vigorous
econftitution, was placed on the wheel about fix in the even-
ing; at four the next morning he complained of thirft, and
drink was given him ; about an hour after he expired.

On revifing this note, it occurred to me that the hard bind-
ing with ropes may be humanely intended tu fhorten the cri-
minal’s tortures by ftopping the circulation ; fo when the ex=
ecutiener jumps. on the fhoulders of the man that is hanging
le certainly intends, and does, in many inftances, fhorten his
fufferings. Doubtlefs too, a great part of the fpectators are
carried to thefe executions by a defire to fympathife in the
criminal’s fufferings ; as, when a fhip is in diftrefs, the fond

‘mother flies to the fea fhore, and while fhe ftrains her infant to

her breaft, con}mifératez their, calamity, though utterly unable
to relieve them;
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was then opened to him, and they read, with a loud
voice, the fentence relative to homicides; they placed
the book hefore him, that he might reéad it; he then
fell on his knees, and confeffed his guilt. The head of
the {fenate, mounting a platform that was prepared for
him,read his condemnati.n with a ftrong and majeftic
voice. Allthe counfellors, as well as the advocates,
who were ftanding, then fat down, by which they de-
clared that no ene of them would undertake his de-
fence.

When the head of the fenate had done reading,
he deigned to {tretch out his hand to the criminal,
and raife him up ; he then faid, ¢ nothing now re-
mains for you but to die with firmnefs, and obtain
your pafdon of God and of men. We do not hate’
you; we grieve for you, and your memory will not

be held in deteltation by us. Obey the law with'

cheerfulnefs, and revere its falutary rigour. - Our
tears bear witnefs that affeion will take place in our
hearts, when jultice fhiall have accomplifthed her fatal
decrees. Death is lefs dreadful than ignominy.
Submit to the one, to avoid the other. Itis fill in
your power- to choofe. If you will live, you may;
but it muft be in difgrace, and loaded with our indig-
pation. You will behold the fun conftantly upbraid-
ing you with having’ deprived your fellow-being of
his genial and brilliant rays; to you they will be hate«
ful, as they will only difcover thofe difdainful looks
with which all men regard an affaffin. You will bear
about with you every where the load of your re-
morfé, and the cternal fhame of having’ refufed to

fubmit
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fubmit to that juft law which has condemned you..
Do jultice to fociety and condemn yourfelf *.

The criminal bowed his head ;' by which he de-
clared that he judged himfelf deferving of deatht.
He immediately prepared to fubmit with conftancy
and with that refignation which, in our laft moments,
is fo highly becoming of humanity f. He was no
longer regarded as guilty ; the body of paltors {ur-
vounded him the prelate taking off the bloody fhirt,
clothed him in a white veltment, which was the
token of his reconciliation with mankind, and gave

him

* They who are invefted with a power that gives them au-
thority over mankind ought to take great heed how they treat
them merely according to their own demerits ; they fhould
regard every criminal as a wretch more or lefs infane ; they
{hould therefore treat them as beings, who, by fome un~
known caufe, have been led out of the right path. Even
when the judge pronounces condemnation with majefty, he
fhould fecretly lament that he cannot fcreen the criminal
from punifhment. To terrify vice by the moft awful ap-
paratus of juftice, and privately to reclaim the guilty, (hould
be the two grand points of criminal jurifprudence.

+ Propitious confcience, thou equitable and ready judge,
be never abfent from me! Tell me conftantly that I cannot
do the leaft injury to another without receiving the coun-
ter-ftroke ; that I muft neceflarily wound nyfelf, when I
wound another.

1 Agefilaus feeing a malefattor endure punifhment with
unconcern, ¢ O wicked man,” he faid, ¢ to make fo bad «
ufe of fortitude."
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him the kifs of peace. His friends and relations
crowded to embrace him ; he appeared fatisfied by
receiving their careffes, and by being velted with
that garment which was a proof of the pardon he
received from his country. Thofe telftimonies of
friendfhip took from him the horrors of approaching
death. The prelate, advancing towards the people,
feized that moment to make a nervous and pathethic
difcourfe on the danger of paffion; it was fo elo-
quent, fo jult and affeding, that every heart was
filled with admiration and terror, Each one refolved
to watch carefully over his temper and to ftifle thofe
{eeds of refentment, which increale in a mannér una
known to ourfelves, and foon produce the molt un-
bridled paflions,

During this interval, a deputy from the fenate bore
the {entence of death to the monarch, that he might
fign it with bis own hand; for no one could be put
to death without his confent, as in him refided the
power of the fword. That good father would gladly
have fpared the life of the criminal*; but, in that
moment he facrificed the earnelt defire of his heart
to the neceflity of an exemplary juftice.

The deputy returned. Then again the bells of
the city began their funeral tolls, the drums repeated
their

% T am forry that our kings have renounced that ancient
and wife cuftom. When they fign fo many papers why
fhould they neglect one cf the moft auguft privileges of
their crown ? '
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their mournful march, and thofe deploring founds
meeting in the air with the groans of the numerous
people one would have thought that the city was on
the brink of an univerfal deftru@ion. The friends
and relations of the unfortunate man going to meet his
death, gave him the laft embrace; the prelate invoked
with a loud voice, the forgivenefs of the Supreme
Being, and the vaulted roof of heaven refounded with
the fupplications of the whole people, who cried, yvith
one mighty voice, ¢ O Almighty God, receive his foul !
O God of Mercy, forgive himyeven-as we forgive him!”?

They conduéted him, with {low {teps, to the cage

I have mentioned, ftill furrounded by his friends. Six
fufileers, their faces covered with crape, advanced;
the head of the fenate gave the fignal, by holding
up the book of the law; they fired and the foul dif-
appeared *, They took up the dead body. His
crime being fully expiated by his punifhment, he was
again received into the clafs of citizens; his' name,
that had been effaced, was inftribed again- in' the
public regifter, with the names of thofe who had died
the fame day. 'This people had not the cruelty to
purfue the memory of a ‘man even to his tomb ; and
to refle® on a whole innecent family the crime of an
individualy

* 1 have frequently heard it-debated,- whether the per-

fon of an- executioner be infamous. I have always been

concerned when they have given it in his favour, and could
never have a refpect for thofe who ranked: him with the
clafs of other citizens. I1.may be wrong; but fuch is my
opinion.
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individual*; they did not find pleature in difhonour-
ing, without a caufe, ufeful citizens, and make men
miferable, for the fatisfaction of making them hum-
ble. Hiébody was carried to be burned without the
<ity, with his fellow-citizens, who, the preceding day,
had paid the inevitable debt to nature; his relations
had no other grief to encounter than that which
arofe from the lofs of a friend. The fame evening,
a place of truft. and konour becoming vacant, the
king conferred it on the brother of the criminal; and
every one applauded a choice that was dictated by
equity and beneficence.

With a heart full of tendernefs and commiferation,

I faid, O, how is humanity refpected among you!
The death of a citizen is the caufe of univerfal mourn-
ing to his country.—¢ It is becaufe our laws,” they
replied, ¢ are wife and humane ; they are/calculated
more for reformation than for chaftifement ; the way
to intimidate vice is not to render punifhment com-
mon, but formidable; it is our ftudy to prevent
crimes ; we fend the refractory to places of folitude,
where they are attended by thofe who endeavour to
bring them to repentance, who operate by degrees
on their hardened hearts, and gradually difplay the
refined charms of virtue, to whofe attractions the
moft depraved of moztals are not infenfible. Does
the phyfician at the firft attack of a violent fever
abandon

* Pafe and defpicable prejudice, that confounds all no-
tions of juftice, is contrary to-reafon. and. only-calculated
for a weak or wicked people.

4
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abandon his patient? 'Why, therefore, thould we de-
fert the guilty who may yet be recovered? There
are few hearts fo corrupted, astiot to be reftored by
perfeverance; and a little blood preperly poured
forth, ¢ements our tranquility and cur happinefs.

¢ Your penal laws were all made in favour of the
rich ; all fell on the head of the pcor; gold was be-
comie the god of nations; edictsand gibbets furround-
ed all pofleflions ; and tyranny, with {word in hand,
bartered the days, the {weat and blood of the unfor.
tunate ; it made no diflin&ion in chaﬂifements, and
thereby taught the people to make none in crimes;
it punifhed the leaft offence as the moft infamous
villainy.. What was the confequence? The multi-
plying of laws multiplied crimes, and the offenders
became as inhuman as their judges. Legiflation,
when it attempted to unite the members of {ociety,
drew the bands fo tight as to throw it into convul-
fions; and, inftead of mainﬁi’ming, deftroyed the
connections 3 mournful humanity fent forth the cry
of grief, and faw toeo late, that the tortures of the
executioner never infpire virtue*.

CHAP.

* When we examine the validity of that right which
human focieties have affumed of punifhing with death, we
are terrified at the imperceptible point which feparates
equity from injuftice. It is to little purpofe here that we
accumulate arguments ; all our lights ferve but to lead us
aftray ; we muft return to the law of nature only, which has
fir more regard than qur inflititions, for the life of 2 man;

I that
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CHAP. XVIL
NOT SO FAR OFF 4§ WE THOUGHT .

W E converfed a long time on this important
{ubje&; but as we bécame earneftly engaged, and
our debate wanted that {erenity which is fo neceffary
in an inquiry after truth, I thus bluntly interrupted

ay

that teaches wus, that the law of retaliation is, of all others;
the moft conformable to right reafon. Ameng rifing go-
“vernments, which have yet the fignature of nature, there
is fcarce any crime punifhed with death. In the cafe of
murder there is no doubt ; for nature tells us thatwe fhould
arm ourfelves againft affaffins 5 but in’ cafe of robbery, the
inhumanity of infli€ting death is notorious; it is a punifh-
ment that bears no proportion to the crime ; and the voice
of millions of men, worfhippers of gold, can never make
that authentic, which is in its nature invalid. Tt will be faid,
«-The robber made a contraét with me to be punifhed with
death if he invaded my property ;> but no man has a right
to make fuch a contraét as it is unjuft, barbarous,. and
fenfelef{; unjuft, as his life is not his own; barbarous, as
no proportion is obferved; and fenfelefs, as it is incompa-
rably more eligible that two men live, than that one of themn
fhould enjoy fome exclufive or fuperfluous propertye

This note, fays the author, is taken from a good novel,
intitled The Vicar of Wakefield.

q Notwithftanding what is Eere faid, this pofition certainly
admits of daubt, at leaft. The ends of punifhment are three;
to redrefs the injured; to reform the offender, and to deter

others.
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my learned companion: Tell me, I befeech you,
what is becoms of the Molinifts and J anfenifts ? He
anfwered me with a loud burft of lauglhter ; I could
get nothing elfe from him. But, pray, anfwer me,
1 faid; here tood the Capuchins, there the Cordeliers,
a lictle farther on the Carmelites. What is become
of thofe frocked gentry, with their fandals, their
beards, and their difciplines ?

« We no longer fatten, in our ftate,” he replied,

« 4 {et of automatons, as troublefome to themfelves
as to others, who make a foolith vow never to be
men, and hold no conne&ion with thofe that are.
We thought them, hewever, more worthy of, pity
than reproach. Engaged from the molt tender age,
in a ftate of which they were ignorant, it was the
laws that were culpable, in permitting them blindly
to proftitute that liberty of which they knew not the
value. Thofe reclufe beings, whofe manfions of
retreat were ereftad with pomp in the midft of a tu-
multuous city, pereeived, and gave themfelves up
by degrees to the charms of fociety ; when they be-
held happy fathers, united brethren, and tranquil
families, they regretted their not being able to parti-
cipate

others. Now, neither the murdered, nor his reprefentative,
can receive any redrefs from the death of the offender; and
with regard to the other two ends, 1think it will appear, upon
a clofe infpection, that there are many continued punifhments,
without having recourfe to barbarities, that would be farmore
efticacious. We cannot be too cautious in depriving our fellow-
creatures of that which (God a'one can give, ard which, it
feems to me, he alone has the right to take away.

I2
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cipate of that happinefs. Theyfighed in fecret over-
that fatal moment, when they abjured a life of all
others the mofl pleaficg, and curfed each other like
galley-flaves at the oar* ; while they longed for the
hour that {hould open their prifon doors. = It was not
far diftant ; the yoke was thrown off without danger
or difficulty; forthe hour was then come: juft as we
fee the ripe fruit full from the branch by the lealt
toucht. Ifuing forth in crowds, with the- higheft
demonftrations of joy, they became, all flaves as they
had been, inftantly men,

« Thofe robuft monks}, in whom feemed to be
vevived the vigour of the priftine ages of the world;
theix,
* All thofe religious houfes, where men are crowded te-
gether, teem with inteftine wars ; they are ferpents that prey
upon each other in obfcurity. A monk is a cold and mo-
rofe animal ; theambition of advancing himfelf in his corps
makes him felfith ; he has leifure fufficient to refleét on his
plan, and his concentered ambition has a gloomy turnj
when he once gets the command, heis by nature rough and
inexorable,

-+ In matters of public adminiftration, there fhould be no
violent fhock; nothing is more dangerous. Reafon and
time produce the greateft events, and fix on them an inde-
lible ftamp.

1 Luther, thundering with his fiery eloquence againft the
monaftic vows, ‘afferts, ‘that it was as impoflible to keep
that of continence as to change our fexq.

q Luther, it is like, judged from himfelf, Therc are hows
ever, great numbers of men, who, from an ill-natured conftitus
tion, are under no fort of temptation ta break the vow ot con-
tinence from wamen,
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their fronts glowing with ioveand joy, efpoufed thofe
panting doves, thofe fandified virgins, who, under
the monaftic veil, had more than once fighed for a
ftate lefs holy and more pleafing™® ; they performed
the devoirs of Hymen with an edifying fervour, and

the

* What a cruel fuperftition, to confine in a facred prifon
fo many young beauties, who concealall the fires permitted
to their fex, which an eternal confinement redoubles, and
even to the producing thofe confli€ts they have with each
otherq[. To have a juft fenfation of all the miferies of a
heart that devours itfelf, we fhould be in its place. Timid,
credulous, abufed, intoxicated by a pompous enthufiafin,
a girl believes for a long time, that God and religionabforb
all her thoughts; in the mid(t of the tran{ports of her zeal,
nature awakens in her heart that invincible, and to her
unknown, power, and makes her {ubmit to its imperious
yoke. ‘Thefe fires, once lighted up, make havock among
her fenfes; fhe burns’in the calm of ber retreat; fhe com-
bats, but her conftancy is overcome; fhe blufhes and de-
fires; fhe looks round her, and finds herfelf furrounded
with infurmountable barriers, while all her being is carried
with violence toward an ideal object, that her heated ima-
gination has adorned with frefh charms. From that
moment, adieu repofe. She was born for a happy fertility ;
an eternal chain confines her, and condemns her to fterility
and mifery. She then dilcovers, that the law has deceived

her;

q As this paffage may appear obfcure, and as T know -not
well how to malke it more cxplicit; I fhall here give the words

« Quelle cruelle fuperftition enchaire cans

of the original.
unc prifon facree tant des jeune heautés, qui recelent teus les
feux permis a leu fexe, que redouble encore une clditure eter-
nelle, et jufgu’ aux combats qu’elles {¢ livrent,”

Is
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produced an offspring worthy of fo fair a lineage;
their happy and rofy hufbands were no longer folici-
tous for the canonization of fome rotten boues ; they
contented themfelves with being good fathers and
good citizens ; and, I firmly believe, are as likely to
go to heaven after death, as if they had made a pur-
gatory of the prefent life.

¢ It is true, that, at the time it happened, this re-
formation appeared to the bifhop of Rome fomething
extraordinary ; but he foon had ferious affairs of his
own. to manage.”—Who do you call the bithop of
Rome ?—¢ Him whom you called pope; butas I ob-
ferved before, we have ch anged many Gothic terms ;
we no longer know what are canonicates, bulls, be-
nefices, and bifhoprics of an immenfe revenue * ; we
do not go to kifs the flipper of the fucceffor of an

apoftle,

her; that the yoke which de(troys liberty is not the yoke
of God " and that the religion, to which fhe is irrevocably
bound, is the eneiny of nature and of reafon. But to what
purpole are her forrows and complaints? Her tearsand her
fighs are loftin the filence of the night ; the burning poifon
that ferments in her veins deftroys her beauty, corrupts her
blood, and Jeads her, with precipitate {teps, to the grave;
glad thither to defcend, fhe opens herfelf the tomb, where
all her griefs are loft in peaceful flumbers.

* T cannot fee without horror, ecclefiaftic princes, fur-
rounded by all the pomp of luxury, finile difdainfully at
public miferies, and prefume to talk of morals and religion
in their dull mandates, wrote by fome curate’s journey-
man, and which infult common fenfe with {candalous ef-
froutery.
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apoftle, to whom his mafter gave no other examples
than thofe of humility ; and as that apoftle recom.
mended poverty, as well by his example as his pre-
cept, we no longer fend our pure gold fo neceffary to
the ftate, to purchafe indulgences, of which that good
magician was very liberal. ~ All thefe matters gave
him at firlt fome difgult ; for we do not love to part
with our privileges, even though they be fomewhat
illegitimate ; but he foon found that his true heritage
was in heaven; that his kinzdom was not of this
world ; and that all earthly riches were vanities, as
are all things beneath the {un.

¢ Time, whofe invifible and filent hand under-
mines the loftielt towers, has laid that fuperb and in-
credible monument of human credulity in the duft*;
it fell without tumult; its ftrength was in opinion ;
opinion changed, and all exhaled in fmoke. So we
fometimes behold nothing but a tranfient vapour,
where late was feen a tremendous conflagration.

¢ A prince worthy to govern, rules over that part
of Italy, and that ancient Rome has again beheld her
Cefars: by that word I refer to Titus and Marcus
Aurelius, not to thofe monfters who bore a human
face. That fine country is reanimated fince it has
been cleanfed from thofe lazy vermin that throve in

filth.

* The mufti, among the Turks, extends his infallibility
even to hiftoric fafts  He thought proper, in the reign of
Amurat, to declare all thofe heretics who did not believe
that the {ultan went into Hungary,
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filth. That kingdom now holds its proper rank,
bears a lively and expreflive afped, after having
been wrapped up, for mere than {eventeen centu-
ries, in ridiculous and fuperftitious rags, which ftop-
ped its breath, and deprived it of all power of
utterance.”

l%
\i

CHAP., XVII1L
THE MINISTERS OF PEACE.

PROCEED, thou charming inftru&or! This
revolution, you fay, was made in the moft peaceful
and happy manner.—* It was the work of philofo-
phy ; it acted without noife, and, like nature, with a
force the more certain, as it wasirfenfible.”—But I
have many difficulties to prepofe; there muft bea reli-
gicn.— Without dcubt,” he replied with warmth.
« Alas! where is the man fo ungrateful as to remain
dumb in the midft of the miracles of creation, under
this brilliant firmament of heaven? We adore the
Supreme Being; but the worfhip we render him
caufes no diforder nor debate ;- we have but few mi-
nilters, and they are wife, experienced, and friends
to toleration’; they are free from the fpirit of fadtion,
and therefcre more beloved and refpedted 5 they are
only folicitcus to lift up pure hands toward the
throne of the Father of maikind; they are be-
peficent to all, in imitation of God, abundant in

goodnefs; the fpirit of peace and concord animates.

their
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their a@ions as well as their precepts ; they are there-
fore univerfally beloved. Wehave, moreover, a holy
prelate, who lives with his paftors, as with his bre-
thren, and his equals. 'Thefe fun&ions are not afs
fumed by any, till they are forty years of age; for
not till then are the turbulent paffions at reft; and
reafon, fo*flow in man, exerts its peaceful empire.
Their exemplary life difplays the highet degree of
human virtue ; it is they that comfort the affli&ted
that point out to the unhappy a merciful God, who
watches over them, and will one day recompence
their fufferings.  hey fearch out poverty when con-
cealed under the cloak of thame, and adminilter re-
lief without compelling it to blufh; they reconcile
adverfe tempers by the words of gentlenefs and peace;
the moft inveterate enemies embrace in their pre-
fence, and all the ulcers of their hearts become in-
flantly healed. In a word, they fulfil all the duties
of men who prefume to fpeak in the name of an
Eternal Mafter.”

I am highly pleafed to hear of minifters like
thofe, I replied ; but have you a fet of men peculiarly
confecrated to repeat at all hours of the day, with
a nafal twang, canticles, pfalms, and hymns ? Does
any one among you afpire to canonization? How
do you celebrate that rite? Who are your faints i—
¢ Qur faints ! You doubtlefs mean thofe who puar-
fue the higheft degree of perfection, who are elevated
above human weaknefs. Yes; we have men of that
celeftial temper ; but you will eafily believe that they
do not lead an obfcure and folitary life ; that they do

nat
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not make a merit of fafting, of chanting bad Latin,
or of remaining dumb and ftupid all their days ; it is
in the fight of the world that they difplay the forti-
tude, the conftancy of their fouls ; they charge them-
{elves, by choice, with the moft painful labours, and
fuch as are difguftful to other men ; they think that
good and charitable works are to the Deity more
grateful than prayer alone.

If men, for example, are wanting to,clean the
fireets, or repair the highways, they readily cffer
themfelves ; they undertake the moft dangerous as
well as the meanelt employments, as to carry water
through the flames to extinguifh a fire, and walk
over the burning planks; or to -plunge into a river,
to fave the life of a man ready to perith, &c. Thefe
generous vidims to the public good are filled, ani-
mated by an adive {pirit, by the grand and fublime
idea of being ufeful members of fociety, and of alle-
viating the miferies of others. They make a duty
of thefe occupations with as much pleafure as jf they
were perfe@ly eafy and engaging ; their aions are
altogether directed by humanity and the love of their
country, and never by felf-intereft. Some conftantly
attend the bed of the fick, and adminilter relief;
while others defcend into the mines, and perform all
the laborious offices of thofe regions, {fo that you
would take them to be {luves bowing under the iron
yoke of fome tyrant; but the defign of their benefi-
cent fouls is to pleafe the Eternal by ferving their
brethren, Infenfible to prefent miferies, they look
forward to that reward which God has in ftore for

them,
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them, as they do not facrifice the pleafures of this
world to a capricious bigotry, but to a real utility.

« Tt is needlefs to tell you that we refpe& them
during their lives and after deaths; and as our
molt lively acknowledgments would be infufficient,
we leave it to the Author of all good to difcharge
that immenfe debt, being perfuaded that he alone
knows the jult meafure of merited rewards.

¢ Such are the faints that we venerate, without
fuppofing any thing more than that they have ex-
tended human nature, of which they are the glory,
to its higheflt perfection: they perform no other mi-
racles than thofe T have mentioned. 'The martyrs to
Chriftianity had certainly their merit ; it was doubt-
lefs very commendabie to brave the tyrants of the
mind ; to fuffer the moft horrible deaths, rather than
facrifice thofz fentiments that the head and the heart
had adopted. But how much more true greatnefs
is there in rendering ourfelves the perpetual bene-
faCors to aflli¢ted humanity, to dry vp every tear,
and ftop or prevent the effufion of a fingle drop of

blood *.”
¢ Thefe

* A counfellor of parliament, in the laft century, gave
all his fortune to the poor, and then went abeut begging
for them. He met a farmer-general in the ftreet; he at-
tacked and followed him, faying, ¢ Give me lomething for
my poor people, fomething for my poor pcople.” The tax
gatherer refufed; and replied in the ufual tone, I have
nothing for them ; Sir, 1 have nothing for them.” -The

counfellor
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¢« Thefe wonderful men do not offer their manner
of living as a model to others ; they do not glory in
their heroifm ; they do not debafe themfelves to be
exalted by the public ; and leaft of all do they rail
at the defe@s of their neighbours, but are much
more folicitous to procure them happy lives by their
innumeratle labours. When one of thefe eéxalted {fouls
rejoins that All-perfe@ Being, from whom it is anema-
nation, we do not enclofe the corpfe in a metal fill
more worthlefs; we write the hiltory of his life, and
endeavour to imitate it at lealt in fome degree.”—
The farther T advance, the imore unexpected altera-
tions I perceive.—* You will yet fee many others.
If a great number of pens did not atteft the fame mat-
ters, we thould certainly call in doubt the hiftory of
your age. Was it poffible ? Could the fervants of
the altar be riotous, caballers, perfecutors? Ceould
a fet of miferable reptiles hate and perfecute each
other during the fhort fpace of their lives, becaufe
they chanced to think differently on certain vain fub-
tilties, or matters that are by their nature incompre-
henfible ? Thofe weak wretches, it feems, had the
audacity to found the defigns of the Almighty, and
to make them quadrate with their ignorance, their
pride, and their folly.

¢« T hiave

counfellor would not quit him ; he argned and entreated ;
he followed: him quite to his hotel, and up to his apart-
ment, continually interceding for his poor people. The
brutal hoarder of millions, at laft enraged, gave hima
blow on the ear. ¢ Very well,” faid the counfellor, ¢ that
is fomething for me and my poor people.”

I

TH E. 5
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% I have read, that'they who had the lealt charity,
and conféquently the leaft religion, were they that
preached to-others ; that the number of thofe who
bore that lucrative habit, the pledge of a continued
idlenefs, was become incredible; and, to conclude,
that they lived in an infamous celibacy *. They fay,
moreover, that your churches refembled the'pu!blic
market-place ;- that they were equally offenfive to the
fight and the fmell; and that your ceremonies were
calculated rather to diftraé the mind, than to elevate
it to God But I hear the facred trump, whofe
pleafing founds announce the hour of prayer. Come
with me, and behold eur religion; let us go to the
neighbouring temple, and offer our thanks to the
Creator, for having once more beheld the rifing fun.”

e e—

CHAP. XIX,

THE TEMPLE,

WE turned the corner of a ftreet, and I
perceived in the midft of a fpacious place a cireular
temple crowned with a magnificent dome. This edi-
fice, fupported by a fingle range of columns, had four
grand portals; on the front of each was written,
The Temple of God. 'Time had already imprinted a

venerable

* What a leprofy in a flate is a numerous clergy, that

make a public profeffion to know no wives but thofe ef
other men !

K
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wvenerable complexion on its walls, from which it
received an additional majelty. When I arrived at
the door ‘of this temple, what was my furprife, to
read the four following lines in large chara&ers.

Loin de rein decider fur cet Etre Suprcme
Gardons, en Padorant, un filence profond;
8a nature off immenfe et Uefprit sy confond s
Pour sz«;uoir ce qu'il ¢ft, il faut cire lui-méme.

In awful filence let us God adore,

Nor ever dare his nature to explore;

To fearch thofe boundlefs powers, by man were vain,
Which nought but boundlefs wifdom can explain.

‘0, by the way, T faid in a low voice, you camnot
affert that this is of your age.—¢¢ It is no commen-
dation to yours,” he replied, « for your theologians:
$hould have ftopped there.”” This reply, which feems
to have proceeded from the Divinity itfelf, has lain
confounded among verfes, of which very little ac-
count was made: I know, not, however, if there be
any more excellent, for the {enfe they contain; and,
I think, they are here very properly applied.

We followed the people, who, with thoughtful
looks, and tranquil, modeft fteps, advanced toward
the interior part of the temple. They all took their
feats, in turn, on rows of ftools ; the men feparate
from the women. The altar was in the centre; it
was totally unadorned, and each one could diftin-
guith the priet who burned the.incenfe. At the

snoment he pronounced the facred hymns, the choir
of
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of affilants. alternately elevated their- voices their
fweet and gentle founds :exprefled the awful fenti-
ments of their hearts ; they feemed filled with the
Divine Majelty, = There were no paintings, no fta-
tues, no allegorical figures to be feen* ; the facred
name of Gud, a thoufand times repeated, and in dif~
ferent languagés, was fpread over all the walls ; all
declared the unity of the Godhead; all foreign orna-
sments were tigoroufly banifhed ; in a word, God
alone pofiefled his temples

When I lifted my eyes to the fammit of this tem-
plé, I faw the face of heaven; for the deme was not
covered with ftone, but the cleareft glafs. Some-
times a ferene and lucid {ky announced the compla-
cency of the Creator ; fometimes dark clouds, that
poured down in torrents, recalled to the mind the
dark vale of life, and told us that this dull earth is
but a place of exile; the thunder announced, how
terrible is God, when offended; and the calm that
fucceeded to the flathing lightnings declared, that
contrition unarms his avenging hand ; but when the
breath of fpring poured down its balmy ftreams, then
every heart was impreffed with that falutary and
comfortable truth, that the treafures of the divine
clemency are inexhauftible. Thus the feafons and
the elements, whofe voice is {o elcquent to thofe who
can comprehend it, {poke to this difcerning people,

Kz and

* The Proteftants are in the right; all thofe works of
men difpofe the people to idolatry. To exprefs an invifible
and prefent Deity, the temple (hould contain him alone.
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and difplayed to them the Author of the univerfe
under all his various relations *.

There were here no difcordant founds; even the
voice of the infant was taught to join the majeftic
choir ; there was no profane ‘or fritky mufic; the
organ alone, which was far from being clamorous,
was accompauied by the voice of the numerous peo-
ple, and feemed the fong of immortals, who joined
thefe public orifons ; no one entered or went out dus
ring the time of prayer; no burly Swifs, no trouble-
fome beggar, interrupted the adoration of the faith-
ful fupplicants ; the whole people were ftruck with a
religious and profound awe ; many lay proftrate, their
faces againft the earth. Inthe midf of this univerfal
filent meditation, I was feized with a facred terror;
it feemed as if the Divinity bad defcended into the
temple and filled it with his invifible prefence.

“There were boxes to receive alms; but they were
placed in obfcure nooks. This people could perform
a@s of charity without oftentation. During the time
of adoration, the filence was fo religioufly obferved,
tlat the fandity of the place, joined to the idea of
the Supreme Being, pierced every heart with a pro-
found and affe@ing impreflion.

The

* A favage wandering through the woods, contemplating
heaven and earth, and difcovering, fo to fay, the only Maf-
ter that he knows, comes nearer to the true religion than
the Carthufian, buried in his cell, and converfing with none
but the phantoms of a heated imagination.
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.- The exhortation of the pafter to his flock was
fimple, natural, and eloguent; but more from the
matter than the ftyle. He talked of God only to
make him beloved by men, and to recommend hu-
manity, gentlenefs, and patience ; he did not endea-
vour to difplay his wit, when it was his bufinefs to
affec the heart ; it was a father that converfed with
his children on thofe matters that were moft eligible
for them to purfue. Thefe precepts had the greater
effed, as they proceeded from the mouth of a man
whofe chara&ter was perfe@ly amiable. I could
never have been tired; for this difcourfe confifted
not of pempous declamation, or vague characters, or
far-fetched figures, and Qill lefs of {craps of poetry
mixed with the profe, by which it commonly be-
comes yet more infipid *.

« Tt is thus,’”” faid my guide, ¢ that every morn-
ing we make a public prayer; itlalts an hour, and
the reft of the day the doors remain fhut. We have
fcarce any religious feafts; but we have thofe that
ave civil, which relax the people without making

them

* What, in our preachers, gives me the greateft difgufl,
is, that they have no fixed principle with regard to morals;
they draw their ideas from their text, and not from the
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